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To which are ſubjoined under each Head, 


Some of the gh THOUGHTS, with Reference: 
to the ORIGINAL: as likewiſe an APPENDIX, con- 
te uning the Lies of this excellent AUTHOR, 
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DISCOURSE I. 


Preference of the Soul to the Body, and Dili- 
gence for it's Welfare. 


— 


» „ _ 
w 


JouN vi. 27, Labour not for the Meat that periſheth ; Tut 
Por that Meat which endureth to everlaſting Life, 


H IS Diſcourſe is introduced with a View of the ſe. 
[ veral Branches of perſonal Virtue, or thoſe Duties 
which relate to the Government of ourſelves : And 
the firſt of theſe, vi. 2 
The preferring the Intereſts of the Soul to thoſe of the Body, is 
trected of under the following Heads, | 
I. That all Concern for the Intereſis of the Body is not forbidden. 
But, h 
II. That the In 
And, . 
III. That much Labour and Dilig 


ence are necęſary for ſecuring 
ur everlaſting Intereſt. | 


tereft of the Soul ought to be greatly preferred, 


| I. i 

All Concern for the Intereſt of our Bodies is not Forbidden. 5 
[The Expreſſion in the Text is not to be taken ab/o- 

lutely, as appears from other Paſſages of Scripture, 
where the like Manner of ſpeaking is uſed ; There 
is a Senſe, in which we ought to labour for the Meat 
that periſheth; for our Bodies, while we ſojourn here, 
claim a Part of our Care; and for Perſons to negle& 
their ſecular Buſineſs, under Pretence of attending to 
the Care of their Souls, would be tempting God: 
Beſides that Diligence in a lawful Employment, is a 
Means of preſerving from many nf Tee, ; 
nor is it unworthy of a Chriſtian to make even the 
Advancement of his temporal Intereſt, a ſubordinate 
End of his Labours.] 7 | 

Nevertheleſs our Saviour teaches us, that the Intereſts of our 

dens are greatly to be . | „ 

And the Juſtice of this will appear from conſidering, 

5 I. That whatever tends merely to the Welfare of the 5 ody, is 

I repreſented as the Meat that periſheth. 

3 [This 1mplies, that every preſent Enjoyment may be 
loft, Health, Riches, Honours, being all uncertain ; 
that the Uſe and Comfort of worldly 13 may 
be loſt, while the Things themſelves continue; and 


that the Body itſelf, to which alone theſe Comforts 
are ſuited, is periſhing.] _ | 
Vor. II. B 


2. That 


— 
_ as 


3 (2) L 
2. That which ſerves the Intereſt of the Soul is of the 
fing Ufe. a wt | * | A 2 icy 
[For (iſt,) We have immortal Souls, as well ns periſbing 
Bodies. (2dly,) Our State hereafter will be determined ly | 
"our Behawvicur here. Whatever a Man ſcweth, that ſhall 1, ® 
alſo reap. (3dly;) We are often deiermined in the Affairs of thi: 
Life, by the Hope or Fear of Things to come, where wwe have fur 
lejs Certainty*. (Athly,) I 15 eſlecmed the Part of M. ſdom to dE. 
_eline a preſeut Pleaſure, for one equal to it of a longer Continu- 
auc; 07 10 Submit to a preſent Inconvenienct, in order to prevent 1 
one more laſting ; or for the Sake of obtaining a more laſting Good, it 
(Fthly,) Phatewver is temporal for that wery Reaſon, is incapable Þ 
of giving full Sati faction; and the more valuable it is, the mre 
afflifiing muſt be the Thoughts of loſing it. (6thly,) The eternal 
Continuance of Happineſs is one of the moſt ſatisfying Characters 
of it, as the Eternity of Miſery is the moſt bitter Ingredient in it.] 
[* Fhus in the Affairs of our Souls, we act upon a fu- 
| ture Proſpect; but with this Difference, that if we are 
not wanting to ourſelves, the Succeſs is certain: That | 
the Advantage therefore is future, ought not to abate 
our Zeal in the Purſuit of it. + And yet the moſt 
laſting Things below bear no Proportion to the future 
State; 10 unreaſonable is it for the Sake of any pre- 
ſent Good, to endanger our everlaſting Intereft.] 8 


2 92 7 n . * 
JJ y 


Much Labour and Diligence are aeceſſary for ſecuring our core 
| | laſti ag Interejt, | . 3 


Here it is propeſed to foraw, * 3&4 
I. Whereinour Labour is to be cæerciſed. And, 
H. The Neceſſity of it. 1 85 
| | | ; FOR 
N herein cur Labour is to be exerciſed. 
1. In the diligent Uſe of all appointed Means. 4 
{We ſhould embrace every proper Opportunity for read- 
ing and hearing, Meditation and Prayer, and for com- 
municating at the Lord's-table, and ſhould take Pain; W 
with our own Hearts, while engaged in Religious 
Duties, that the moral Purpoſes of them may Le an- 
_ {wered.] ; my BD 
2, In oppoſing the Enemies and Difficulties that are in our Har. 
[We are to reſiſt the Devil, to overcome the World, to 
mortify our Lufts, and may ſometimes be called to 
Suffering for Righteouſneſs Sake.) = 
3 In making coatinual Advances towards Perfection, 
[He who has his Heart fixed upon Heaven, never thinks 
himſelf ſuſhciently meet for it, but ſtill Endeavours to 
make farther Progreſs. l | 


d PR 2. | 0 [. i 
To” repreſent the Neceſſity of taking this Pains and Latour, 
<rhich appears in part from the Inſtances in which it is 10 be ex- 
reciſeæd, and may te farther concluded, 1. Sromy 
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1. From the Necrſity of Labour even to the ſecuring our pre- 
ſent Intereſt. And, 
2. From the expreſs Declarations to this Purpoſe in the Ward of 
God. | | | 
[The Promiſe is made only to him that overcometh, 
which cannot be done without Pains and Labour, con- 
ſidering the Difficulties to be encounter'd. The Life 
of the Chriſtian is on this Account compared in Scrip- 
ture to the Labour of a Huſbandman, the continual 
Progreſs of a Traveller, the Exerciſe of a Soldier, 
the Application of a Merchant, the Toil of a Race.] 

APPLICATION. 
1. Seriouſly examine whether the Care of your Souls, or your 

Bodies, has hitherto had the Preference. 

{Which do you really ſet the higheſt Value upon ? Are 
| you moſt afraid of Sin or Suffering? Which gives you 


conſider how you Act, when theſe Intereſts are in 
Competition with each other.] 


tnfider the Words of the Prophet, Iſa. lv. as addreſſed to them- 
ſekoes. Wherefore do ye ſpend your Money for that which is not 
Bread, and your Labour for that which ſatisfieth not? 
[Why ſhould you ſpend more for preſent Good than it 
1s worth, eſpecially after the frequent and ſolemn 


ſhould you employ your Talents ſo ill, when they were 
deſigned for ſo much nobler Purpoſes; and why 
ſhould you negle& your Souls for the Sake of your 
Bodies, when you may comfortably attend to both. ] 
3. Be perſuaded to make cwerlaſting Life your governing Aim 
WI trough the preſent Life, and not merely a ſecondary or occaſional 


Concern. | 
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The End of the Firſt Discovxsz. 
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moſt Pleaſure, that you enjoy temporal Proſperity, or 
that your religious Intereſts are improving? Eſpecially 
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2. Let thoſe who have neglected the Intereſis of their Souls, 


Warnings, given you by our Saviour himſelf? Why 


[Be in earneſt here, wherever elſe you allow yourſelf to 
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DISCOURSE II. 


* Chriſtian Humility. 


ene 


Cor. ji. 12. — Humbleneſ f Mind. The whole Verſe run; 
thus: Put on therefore, as the Elect of God, holy and beloved, 
Boxwels of Mercies, Aan, Humbleneſs of Mind, mk | 


_ -ſuffering. 


HE Author in this and the following FEY con- 
ſiders a ſecond Branch of perſonal Virtue, which | 

in general conſiſts in making a right Eſtimate of our. 
ſelves, when compared with . Beings, and iz 
known by the Name of Humility.] | 

In purſuing this Subject he propoſes, wy 
I. To explain the Nature of true Humility, And, x t 
II. To fhew the feculiar Obligations wwhich Chr: tian, art 6 


under to cultivate this Temper. 
J. 


To ſheau avherecin true Huntili 'ty of Mind co iſ?s. i, 
[The Word in the Original ſignifies in general a low . 
prehenfion or Eſteem, and in this Connection mult mean] 
a low Apprehenſion of emr/e/ves, and ſtands oppoſed} 
to Pride and Arrogance. ] 
This Temper implies, 

1. An humble Apprehenſion of 0 our oa » Knowledge. Which cb incu 
(iſt,) 4 Senje of the natural linter fection of our Faculties; thi] 
ot beſt ih:y are limited, and that many Things are above then] 
(2dly,) An Aftp: ehenſion of car Liatlencys to err, even where w 
may think om ſelves right F. (3dly,) A moderate Opinion of our 
caun Attainments in 1 when compared with thr/e 1 
others T. (Athly,) 4 Perſuaſion of the ſmall Value of the mif 
coded Knowledge, auithout a corre/poudent GO on our Ten 
per and Conduct. | 

[* This would diſpoſe us to give entire Credit to what 
ever God has revealed, though attended with mat 
Difficulties; and not to be wiſe above what 15 written 
+ This would teach us, not indeed to give up ou 
Reaſon to the Conduct of other Men, as in the Church 
of Rome, but earneſtly to ſeek Divine Illuminzt 
and Guidance, and to be always open to Convie:10 
| If in ſome Inſtances our Knowledge may be Fx 
than theirs, yet perhaps our I mprovements have ber 
leſs in Proportion to our Advantages : And whatere 
be our Superiority, it is chiefly to be aſcribed 
the Providence and Grace of God, which has made 
Diſlinction in our Favour, ] 


„ See the celebrated Dr. Watts's excellent Treatiſe on Humility, Price ! 
2. Hun 


. 
2. Humble Thoughts of our own Goodneſs, Z 
[Not that we are to be inſenſible of what is truly Va- 
luable in ourſelves ; but we ſhould remember how ut- 
rerly undeſerving our Goodneſs would be at the Hands 
of God, even if it were perfect: We ſhould conſider 
the great Diſparity between the Goodneſs of God, 
and that of any Creature, and ſhould maintain an af- 
fecting Senſe of our own Sinfulneſs, and the Guilt we 
have contracted, Again, this Temper likewiſe in- 
cludes an Apprehenſion of the Imperfection of our 
Goodneſs at the beſt in this World ; an Acknowledg- 
ment thatwe are principally indebted to God for what- 
ever is good in us; and a modeſt Opinion of our own 
CGoodneis, when compared with that of other Men, 
not admitting uncharitable Jealouſies, but makin 
candid Allowances for the Failings of others, being 
\ conſcious of ſo many of our own.] 7 
3. An bumble Senſe of our own Dependance and Wants. Par- 
icularly, (Iſt,) of onr Dependance on God, and our need of him : 
and that both with reſpect to the Gifts of Nature and Providence, 
and the Bleſſings of his Grace. (adly,) of our Dependance on 
our Fellcau-Crcatures; avith whom ave are alſo linked together 
in Society, that none can ſubſyſt without the Help of others. 
4. A medeſt Apprehenfion of our oa Rank and Station. 
{Compared with the Bleſſed God, we cannot think too 
low of ourſelves, as we are his Creatures, his Subje&s, 
and his Children. We are alſo beneath many other in- 
viſible Beings, whom Revelation has diſcovered ; and 


with reſpect to Mankind, we ſhould conſider them all 


as our Brethren. This will diſpoſe us to perform all 

the Duties of Humanity towards them, to pay all due 
Submiſſion to our Superiors, and to treat with Con- 
deſcenſion and Courteſy our Inferiors. 


The End of the Second Discovksz. 


2 arp Me —— 3 
8 8 4 2 D * = 


——ä—— —- Oo 


a=. e Arcata. 
0 <= * l 
— — mg So — — . R 2 - 
F ˙ V ² fr or . ˙ tee 2 * — - 
FR —— — 9 


484 
94 
4 


- = — Q.4 


e 


DISCOURSE II. 


Chriſtian Humility. 


* 


Cor. uu, 12. — Put on — Humblenoſ of Mind. 


AVING in the former Diſcourſe explained the Na. 
1 ture of Humility, the Author proceeds, 


To ſhew the peculiar Obligations awhich wwe are under as Chriſ. 
tians, to the Exerciſe of this Temper. | 0 
For this purpoſe he obſerves, 


1. That Humility is a Grace of the firjt Rank in Chriſtianity, 


For, (Iſt,) It is mentioned in Scripture <uith peculiar Marks of 

Diſtinaien®, (26ly,) The moft diftingui/hing Promiſes are made to 

it T. (38ly,) 1t is in its own Nature a neceſſary Introduction to the 

other Graces and Duties of Chriſtianity, <vhich is a Religion cal. 
culated, not for the Proud, but the Lowly J. | 

[* See Mic. vi. 8. Matt. v. 1. xviii. 3. Whereas Pride 

is ſtigmatized as the Object of the Divine Abhorrence, 


Prov. viii. 13. Pf. cxxxviit. 6. Þ See particularly 


Pf. ix. 12. Iſa. lvii. 15. James iv. 6. and Matth. 
xxii. 12. Þ It is neceſlary to prepare the Mind for 
Faith and Obedience; without it, we ſhall not bedif. 
poſed to receive Chrift as a Saviour, or to value the 
Grace of the Holy Spi:it; we cannot perſevere in 
Religion, but ſhall be ealily oYended at the Difficulties 
and Trials we meet with: We ſhall be unwilling to 
receive Aſſiſtance from others in our religious Concerns; 


and ſhall find ourſelves utterly unable to perform the 


Duties we owe to our Fellow-Creatures in their full 
Extent.] 


2dly, It is Grace that adorns every other Virtue, and recoms 


wends Religion to every Bebolder. ne 
[It caſts a Luſtre even upon Attainments comparatively 
low, and conciliates Eſteem from all, even from the 
Proud themſclves. ] 
3dly, 1t is eminentiy recommended to us by the Example of Chrif 
himſelf. For (Iſt,) His aſſuming the Human Nature avas the 
greateſt imaginable Infiance of Humiliation *, (2dly,) While he 
aloe on Earth, he affefted not «worldly Glory and Honour f. 
(3dly,) As Man he was a Pattern of great Humiiity towards 
God. Aud (Athly,] He abs likewiſe an Example of the muſt 
perfett Fumility to Mankiud . 85 
Il In this Reſpect he is above Imitation, yet it may pro- 
perly be uſed as an Argument to inculcate Humility 
upon us in other Inſtances. + The Circumſtances of 
his Birth, and his Manner of living, the 1 
| | ne 


he made, the Attendants he choſe, the Contempt and 
III-uſage to which he ſubmitted, and above all his laſt 


he was of that Honour which is from Men. + His 


therefore aſeribed the Glory of his Works to him, 
and paid an abſolute Submiſſion to his Will in all 


ready to perform the loweſt Offices for the meaneſt 
Perſons; nor was he above receiving and acknowledg- 
ing the Reſpect ſhewn him by the Meaneft.] 


Heaven. be": f 
{ The Scripture repreſents all the heavenly Inhabitants as 
expreſſing the utmoſt Humiliation and Self- abaſement 
in the divine Preſence: And in the Account of the laſt 


ing themſelves unworthy of the Commendations be- 


au we thee an hunger d, and fed thee ! &c.!] 
ne, INFERENCES. r 
1. Thoſe who are deſtitute of this Grace, whatever may be 
their Profeſſions are as yet Strangers to the firſt Principles of 
Chriſtianity. | | e 
[A proud Chriſtian is as great a Contradiction, as a wicked 
Saint. The whole Deſign of the Goſpel, is to humble 
„ SEES 
2. We muſt look principally to the Temper of our Spirits, in order 
to judge of our Humility. WS EE . 
Humbleneſi of Mind makes the Chriſtian Temper ; and 
the Poor in Spirit are the Heirs of the Promiſe. }] 
3. No fingle Branch of Goodneſs more deſerves our Attention, in 
judging of the improving or declining State of our Souls, than this 
7 Humility,” £ | 
tor in Proportion to our Advances in real Knowledge, 
4 and true Goodneſs, will be our Increaſe in Humility, ] 


75 2 
ry 


The End of the Third Discovusss. 


Sufferings and Death, ſhewed how utterly Regardleſs © 


great Concern was to glorify God on Earth. He 


Things. || He condeſcended to the Meaneſt to do them 
good, not rejecting even little Children. He was 
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4thly, Humility is a Grace that will go along with us to 


Judgment, our Saviour deſcribes the Saints as eſteem- 


ſtowed upon them by the Judge, ſaying, Lord, when. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 
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Ps AL. Ii. 10. Create in me a clean Heart, O Gop, 


EX T to the Preference due to our Souls above our 
Bodies, it concerns us to attend to the Regulation of 
our bodily Appetites and Paſſions; that they may be 
ſubſervient to the Intereſts of our Souls, and con- 
formable to the Precepts of Gop's Word concerning 
them, Eſpecially labouring to attain to that Purity of 
Heart, which in the Senſe of the Text, is oppoſed to 
criminal Senſualities. And in conſidering this Part of a 
good Spirit it is propoſed, ) 
I. To enguire more particularly what is meant by a clan 
Heart. 5 | 


\ 
II. Urge the Oligations ae are under to ſeek after and culti. 
wate it. | | 


Enquire awhat is meant by a clean Heart. | 
[Though the ſinful Works of. the Fleſh are undeniable 
Evidences of inward Impurity, yet outward Enormities 
may in ſome Inſtances be forborn where the Heart is 
not truly purified, p. 64.] 
For if that is clean there is, Ny 
iſt, 4 fixed Abherrence of all forbidden Indulgences of the 
Fleſh. © 3 
[Such is tue Corruption of Human Nature, that though 
the Remains of natural Conſcience, Fear and Shame, 
may reſtrain ſome Sinners from open Pollutions, yet 
if there is not a fixed Deteſtation of ſenſual Luſts as 
hateful to Gop, and warring againſt the Soul, they 
want 8 which principally conſtitutes a clean Heart, 
p. 66, 67. 
dly, All paſt Imfuritics either of Heart or Life, avill be re- 
fected on with &hame and Serrow where there is a clean Heart. 
[Though that which has been done cannot be recalled, 
yet upon unfeigned Repentance the Heart 1s, in the 
Goſpel Senſe, purified from the Stain of Sin, But 
when Men continue to give a Looſe to their vicious 
Inclinations, and are not, only not aſhamed of them, 
but think of them afterwards with Pleaſure, and glory 
in them, they become Spectacles of Horror to a ſe- 
rious Mind. — A clean Heart cannot think of Of- 
| fences of this Nature, even with a cold Indifference. — 
They occaſion it a deep Remorſe, not only as being 


» Ses Oftervald's judicious and uſeful Treatiſe on Uncleanneſs. Price 41. 
And Jenks's Victory of Chaſtity, exemplified in the Character of Joſeph, 
Price 15, | | | | | 


injurious 


(9) 


inzurious to Health, Reputation, or Fortune, but as 
Sins againſt Gop, p. 67—69.] 
zdly, 1t is then like * . in a good Meaſure, from impure 
Thoughts and irregular Defires ; or at leaſt cannot entertain them 
avith Delight. 
[Every flight Occaſion ſerves to ſuggeſt vicious Thoughts 
and revive impure Images in a Mind devoted to Sen- 


ence of Satan, ſome external Occurrences, or a bo- 
dily Diſtemper, Souls evangelically pure diſapprove 
of them and oppoſe them to the utmoſt, And in ſuch 
they are rather Afflictions than Sins. Nor do they 
cauſe Guilt till we give our Conſent to them, take 
Pleaſure in them, or ſuffer them to lodge quietly within 
us; as the pure in Heart cannot do. They hate Vain 
Thoughts, p. 67—72.] 
Achly, 1t difcovers itſelf by a cauticus Fear of the leaſi Degrees 
ef Impurity. * 
{And teaches a Man to look upon himſelf, when at the 
utmoſt Bounds of Things lawful, as on a dangerous 
9 Precipice, and >, rm to abſtain from all Appearances 
E of Evil, p. 7 
| 5thly, It implies a 7 ref and habitual Guard againſt every 
Thing which tends to pollute the Mind. 


= ſhun laſcivious Pictures, impure Books, Plays, and 
: Maſquerades, as what tend to viciate the F ancy, and 
introduce a Diſſolution of Manners. Such will alſo 
avoid looſe and vicious Company, and all Acts of In- 
temperance, not merely becauſe ſinful in themſelves, 


but likewiſe as leading to many Impurities ; and even 


abſtain from Things lawful and ſafe to others if they 
prove Temptations to themſelves, p. 73—76.] 
IT. 
The Obligations wwe are under to feek after ſuch a Purity of 
Heart. 


1ſt, A ruling 6 to Senſuality is direfily contrary to the 
Holineſs F the Divine Nature. 


[As Gop is a Spirit, if we give an unbridled looſe to 


fieſhly Appetite, we debaſe our Natures, we loſe his 


Image, and become like the Beaſts that periſh. Note, 

that in three Places where Sin 1s ſpoken of in the 

Scriptures as againſt God, there is a Reference to Un- 

cleanneſs —wiz. In the Caſe of Joſeph, Gen. xxxix. 

9. that of David, Pia. li. 5 gy that of the Prodigal, 

Luke xv. 13, 18, 1 Þ. 1 
2dly, Wy Juality tends to S * Light of a and 

unfit us for every thing * and ſacred. | 


[No 


{uality. But when ſuch ariſe either from the Influ- 


Every one who is duly ſenſible of the Infirmity of Hu- 
= man Nature, and would preſerve his Virtue, ſhould | 
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610) | 
[No Sin hardens the Heart more, noting indiſpaſes it 

more for Communion with Gov, and all the Duties of 
RNeligion, p. 78.] | * 
34dly, Ut is quite contrary to the Defign and Engagements of 


Chriſtianity. 


[Our blefled Maſter inculcated not only an Abſtinence 


from the groſs outward Acts of Uncleanneſs, but from 
polluting Thoughts and Deſires, (Matth. v. as.) 
And in his own Practice kept at the remoteſt Diſtance 
from every Thing that had an impure Aſpe&, — Yea 
he died to redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify to 
himſelf a peculiar People. And when aſcended into 
Heaven, he ſtigmatized the licentious Nicolaitans ; 
(Rev. it. 15.) thereby animating his Followers to an 
utter Deteſtation of every Thing of the like Nature, 
3 „ 2533555 
Athly, The Hope with which Chriflianity inſpires us obliges to 
preſent Purity. 


{None it aſſures us, but the Pure in Heart, ſhall fee 


Gop, Therefore whoever makes Heaven his Hope, 

and Deſire as a State of Likeneſs to Gop, ſhould cul. 

tivate a prevailing Reliſh for Purity now, p. 81, 82.] 
The APPLICATION. 


Let us all ſeriouſly enquire what the Temper of our Souls is in | 


fer ence to this Subject. Whether unboly cr clean, — 
[If the former, beg of Gop, (with David) to create in 
us a Clean Heart.— If the latter, adore the Grace that 


has made us to differ, though we ſhould never be ſe- 


. * 5 . 
cure; but on a Review of the paſt Inſtances in which 


we have fallen, and a Senſe of remaining Imper- 
fections, let us all, eſpecially thoſe in younger Life, 
ſpare no Pains to mortify the Deeds of the Body.] 


The End of the Fourth Discovxs:. 


D 18. 


„ 


* DISCOURSE v. 


TEMPERANCE. 


—_— 


* - 


LUKE xxii 34— Take heed to yourſelves, Ieft at any Time your 
| Hearts be overcharged with Surftiting and Drunkenneſs, and 
Cares of this Life, and ſo that Day come upon you unawares, 


- _—_— 


N theſe Words it may be proper to obſerve, 
it, The Perſon who ſpoke them. 
[Chriſt our Lord, which ſhould be ſufficient to recom- 
3 mend them to all who wear his Name, p. 87, 88.] 
. 2dly, The Perſons to wham they were peculiarly directed. 


[Chriſt's own Diſciples and Apoſtles, nor ſhould the beſt 


of Men think themſelves unconcerned in ſuch Warn- 
ings, p. 88, 89.] ea 
z3dly, The Exhortation they contain to a Care and Concern about 
ourſelves. 25 | 
[Implying that each has need of the Caution, and that 
We are too apt to want it in this Inſtance, p. 89.] 
4thly, The prone | Matter which we are directed to exerciſe 
this Core of ourſelves about, | 
[Our Souls ſhould be our principal Care ; which as they 
are capable of tending upward, and were defigned to 
do ſo, ſnould by no Means be overcharged (or preſſed 
down, &c.) by too much of an earthly Weight upon 
5 * 89, 90.) | | | 
5thly, The Inſtances mentioned whereby our Minds are emi- 
nently in Danger of being overcharged. . 
[They are of two Sorts; —iſt, The undue Gratification 
of the Appetite in the intemperate Uſe of Meats or 
Drinks; and, 2dly, Immoderate Cares about the 
Things of rhis Life. Which unfit the Mind as much 
as Intcmperance, p. 90. f 
6. The Extcnt in which this Caution is preſcribed, leſt at any 
= Te, &c. | 
3 [Not only the Habit ; but every Inſtance of this makes 
a Man a Tranſgreſſor: And the moſt ſecure may be 
ſurprized when they are leaſt apprehenſive of Danger, 
Few would ſeem to have Jeſs Need of the Caution 
than the Apoſtles, eſpecially when our Lord preſſed 
er npen them, Þo gk] EO, 
7. The Motive by which it was enforced, and fo that Day 


come ton you UnNAWAares. | 
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be overtaken at a Time when we think not, and are 
utter! ) unprepared for Death and Judgment, p. 92.) 


[It becomes us to be ever on our Guard, leſt we ſhould 
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( 12) 

As immoderate Cares witl be cautioned againſt in the next 
Diſcourſe, this is intended to treat only of Intemperance, in 
conſidering which it is propoſed to ſhew, 

T. What is to be accounted Intemperance. 

II. The indiſpenſible Obligation of Chriſtians to avoid it. 

J. 


at is to be accounted Intemperance. 
[Not only the groſs Acts of this Vige, but every erimi- 
nal Exceſs whereby the Mind is rendered leſs fit for 
acting rationally and religiouſſy.— More particularly, ] 
1ſt, All. ſuch Uſe of Meats and Drinks as indiſpoſes the Body to 
be at the Service of the Soul. 

It was intended to be its Minifter ; and Proviſions were 
given to enable it to be ſo! Wherefore we ſhould ob- 
erve both what Kinds and Quantity of Food and 
Liquor diſorder the juſt Temperature of our Bodies, 
and render them unfit for the Services of the Mind, 
in order to avoid them. If our Bodies are enfeebled 
by Providence, we muſt ſubmit ; but if we diſable 

them ourſelves, we muſt fin both againſt them and our 
Souls too, p. 94, 95-] | 
2dly, Such Ways of Living as are above what our a 
Circumſtances will admit. 

Exceſſive Daintineſs and Profuſion occaſion 3 to 
our Neighbours, and overcharge the Heart with Cares, 
to extricate ourſelves from the Difficuities into which 
our Prodigality involves us, p. gs. 

zdly, Such an Application to indulge the Appetite as robs us of 
much of our Time. 

[Though neither Health nor Reaſon ſhould ſuffer, yet 
when Men make a Bufineſs of what ſhould be a Re- 
freſhment only, and eſpecially if their Appetite either 

robs them of their Devotions in the Cloſet or Family, 
or indiſpoſes them, for then they thereby wrong their 
own Souls, p. 96.) 
4thl y, Al ſuch Gr atifications. of Appetite as diſturb and leſſen 
thengh they do not entirely take away the Exerciſe of Reaſon. 

[Every Compliance with Appetite to ſupport the Body, 

. or recruit the exhauſted Spirits, that the Mind may 
be more fit for the Service, is not only lawful but 
praiſe-worthy. To render ourſelves thereby leſs ca- 
pable of Converſation, Buſineſs, or of the Exerciſes of 
Religion, though the Man is not transformed into a 
Beatt, is a Practice which, ſhould it become habitual, 
would be more heinous in the Sight of God than a 

lingle AQ of the grofleſt Intemperance, p. 96, g7.] 


»thly 7 Au ſuch Uſe of bodily Proviſions as uſually i, crimi- 
n and impure Inclinati Ons, 3 
[And 


(13) 

[And let it be remembered that the ſame Things which 
ſome might uſe without Danger, would be in others 
makin Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts 
We f | 

6thly, Such fludied and cuſtomary Gratifications as tend to ſettle 
the Spirit in a ſerſual Frame, or give it a flrong Turn towards 
carnal Indulgences. 8 | 

[The frequent and high Feaſting that tends to give the 
Mind too ſtrong a Bent to ſenſible Good, and abate 
the Edge of its Deſire and Delight in ſpiritual and 
eternal et: is not only inexpedient but dan- 


gerous, p. 98. * 
The Obligations of Chriſtians to maintain a firit Gnard againſt 


Intemperance. i 
1ſt, The Goſpel recommends Temperance as a Matter of great 
Hnportonce in Chriſtianity. | 
[Be not filled with Wine.——Walk not in Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs for the Grace of God teaches us to 
live ſoberly. Drunkenneſs and Revelling are Works 
of the Fleſh, and they that are Chriſt's have crucified 
the Fleſh with its Affections and Lutts, p. 99, 100.] 
2dly, The Goſpel repreſents Intemperance as detrimental and 


dangerous. 


Ilt rains our Health, injures our Circumſtances, and often 
occaſions Contentions and Quarrels. It is the Parent 
of impure Luſts, and of Sin in general. It tends to 


harden the Heart, and to render it almoſt incapable of 


good Impreſſions: And as the ſad Fruit of all, will 

exclude from the Kingdom of Heaven, p. 101, 102.] 

zaly, Gratitude to that God who has giæen us the Comforts of 
Life for our Good, ſhould teach us never to abuſe his Favours, 

[He has given us all Things richly to enjoy, (not merely 

Neceſſaries) with only this Reſerve, that we do not 

unman ourſelves by them, nor do our Souls a Preju- 

dice. And as God has created all Sorts of Meats to 

be received with Thankſgiving ; an intemperate Abuſe 

of this Liberty would be peculiarly ungrateful in us, 
ML 1600] ct | 


4thly, The Goſpel directs us to a better Uſe of our Superfuitics, 


[To relieve the Neceſſitous therewith ; and as our Lord 


has promiſed to that abundant Reward, ſhall we ruin 
our Souls by the intemperate Uſe of thoſe Things 


with which, if rightly applied, we might lay up a_ 


good Security for the Time to come? p. 104.] 


ethly, The Example of Chrift herein ſhould influence all 
. Chriſtians. . N 


{He 
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(14 ) . 
[He did not indeed, like John the Baptiſt, make uſe of 
any peculiarly low and ſparing Diet, but came eating 
and drinking, yet never to Exceſs; though maliciouſly 
called a gluttonous Man and a Wine-bibber, But 
was an Example of the ſtricteſt Moderation when 
_ occaſionally at publick Entertainments; and even 
there purſued his general End of doing Good, eſpe- 
cially to the Souls of Men, by Inſtructions, p. 104, 


1059. 

6thly, 1 avill put us into the worfl Poſture for 

Chriſt's coming to Death and Judgment. | 
| [Dreadtul was the Surprize of the old World when over. 
taken by the Flood in the Midſt of their Luxuries : 
And our Lord has intimated that it will be ſo with 
many at his own Coming. Who would not be 
sin and aſhamed to meet him in an Act of 

—" Wart - - 

To prevent this, let us attend to the following Directions, 

1. Maintain a fixed Deteſtation of even the loweſt Degrees of 


Intemperance. | 

2. Avoid the Company of the Intemperate. | 

3. Do not allows ycurſelves to proceed to the utmoſt Bounds of 
Things lawful. | | . 

4. Be peculiarly on your Guard when in the Way of Temptation, 

5. Take Heed of giving Way to the Beginnings of Intemperance, 
it ſteals on inſenſibly. 
6. Eſpecially ſee that you heep up in your Souls the Life and 
Power of Religion. RY | | . 
II ye walk in the Spirit ye ſhall not fulfil the Luſts 

of the Fleſh.] 
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The End of the Fifth Discovesr, 


1s. 


DISCO URSE VI. 


* Chriſtian Contentment. 


Oh 2 — 


— 


PHIL. iv. 11. I have learned in whatſoever State 1 am there- 
| with to be content. 


li T. Paul is herein a Pattern of a moſt excellent Branch of 
the Chriſtian Temper—Contentment.] 
It is propoſed, 
I. To explain this Diſpoſition, 
II. To fhew hoax it may be learned. 


To explain the Di ſpoſ tion ſelf. 

[The original Word ſtriétly imports Self- Sufficiency, not 
as independent on God, but as above being diſquieted 
by any Change of Circumſtances in the preſent 
World : Without referring at all to the State of the 
Soul and Religion, p. 112, 113. More particularly,} 

iſt, .1t implies that our Deſires of worldly Good are low and 
moderate. 

[That we are ſatisfied with what we have, though no 
more than may be neceſſary for our Support, without 
deſiring Abundance as Jacob, give me Bread to eat, 
and Raiment to put on.— Compare allo 1 Tim. vi. 8. 
p. 114, I15.] 

2dly, That in our Views of bettering our worldly C 8 | 
ave indulge not immoderate Cares. 

[A prudent Management is commendable ; but engag- 
ing in too great a Multiplicity of Buſineſs, or pur- 
ſuing it with too much Anxiety would be prejudicial 

to our Souls, and in all Probability likewiſe end in 
Dien and Loſs for this World, p. 115, 
—11 

zaly, 7. hat whatever our ptr ſint Condition in Life be, ave 
chearfully ſubmit to the Providence of God in it. 
[Without complaining in difficult Circumſtances, or un- 
der either the Want or Loſs of defirable! Enjoyments, 
117, 15S, 
4thly, That we 2 fo eaſy with our own Lot as not to envy 
ethers who may be in more proſperous Circumſtances. 

[We ſhould rather take Pleaſure in our Neighbour's 
Happineſs, than repine at it, whether we ſhare in it 
or not, and ought to remember that God has a 
DET to . of his own, ne will do , p- 118, 

119 


* The great Dr. 1 s Treatiſe on \ Contentment; is ſuperior, perhaps, 


to every Thing ever penned on this Subject, which the Reader is defired to 
purchaſe, | 


5thly, 


f ( 16) 
ethly, That whatever our Condition be <ve uſe no unlavefal 
Means to better it. | | | 

[Sach as Injuſtice, Fraud, falſe Accuſations, or Violence, 
p. 119, 18. ] | . | 
6thly, That we make the beſt of our Condition whatever it be. 
[Upon an impartial Survey of all the Circumſtances of 

our Lot we ſhall find much to alleviate our Uneaſi- 
neſſes. We have enough for our Support—many are 


more diſtreſſed — and we have far more than we 
deſerve, p. 120, 121.] 0 


| 2 - | | 
How ſuch a Frame is to be learned. 
llt muſt be learned, and learned in the School of Chriſt, 
if ever we attain to it.] 55 f 
1. Chriſtianity contains the moſt ſolid Principles of Content- 
ment, and the ſtrongeſi Motives to it. 
The Perfections of that God whoſe Providence diſpoſes 
our Lot viz. his Juſtice, Omnipotence, infinite 
Goodneſs and unerring Wiidom. The Relations 


in which we ſtand to God, as his Creatures, ſinful 


Creatures, yet through Grace bis Children.—Hais Pro- 
miſes— The Mercies of our Lives.—The Shortneſs of 
our Stay here, and Impoſſibility of carrying any 
Thing away with us at our Removal. — Tae Miſeries 
of Sinners, and Happineſs of the Righteous in the 
eternal World.—And finally, the Folly and Miſchief 
of Diſcontent as ineffectual, and what encreaſes the 
Burden, and adds the Weight of Guilt to it, p. 122, 


127. 
2dly, Chriſtianity furniſoes us with the brighteft Patterns of 


Contentment. 


{To enforce the Precepts of it, and prevent our Deſpair 
pOf attaining it——that of the Apoſtle in the Text, 
and eſpecially the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, p. 127, 128.) 
zdly, Chriſtianity direfs to the moſt eſfecual J eacher of it. 


{To imprefs the Motives to it upon our Hearts, viz. 


the good Spirit of God; who is ready to afford 
his Aid if we are heartily willing to learn of him, 
p. 129. 5 


INF ER EN CES. | 


1. The preſent State ſhould be confidered by us as a State 
of Learning, | 


2. More depends upon the State of our Minds than that of 


our worldly Circumſtances in order to Contentment. - 


_ [Adverhity 
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THF (17) | 
[Adverſity cannot make a contented Mind miſerable! 
nor can Proſperity render a. diſconfented Mind happy 


as appeared remarkably in the Caſe of Haman. 
See Eſther, Chap. v.] 6 


Ve fhould therefore labour ta have our Minds eaſy in any 


Star 4 Life. 55 | 
5 [In order to which we muſt maintain a low Opinion 
J of ourſelves and of the World. —A lively Faith 
3 in the Realities of the future State.——Comfortable 
2 Hopes of our Title to Heaven, — and Reſignation 
be to the Dipoſals of our heavenly Father by the Way, 
1 p. 132, 133. 


The End of the Sixth Discovrse, f 
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DISCOURSE II. 


* Chriſtian Patience. 


— 


. H xx. x. 36 For ye hawe need Patience, that after ye have 
done the Will of God, ye might receive the Promiſe, 


HERE is a Difference between Patience and Content- 
[ ment, — Patience is exerciſed in bearing preſent Evils 
and Inconveniencies ; or 1n waiting for ſome future 
Good; eſpecially for the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven: But 
Conteniment properly reſpects our Station, as capable 
cf being bettered, our Poſſeſſion of the good Things of 

Life not being complete, p. 133. => 

The Subject is divided into three general Heads. 

I. The Nature of Chriſtian Patience is enquired into. 

II. The Need and Occaſion which a Chriſtian has for it is ſhewn 
from the Conſideration that he is not to receive the Promise till 
after he has done the Will of God. And, e 

III. The Way is repreſented to which Chriſtianity direcs us 
fer ſupplying this Need, or for furniſhing us with the Patience 
required, Pe 


The Nature of Chriflian Patience is to be conſidered. 
The principal Expreſſions of it may be reduced to the folſkwing 
Inſtances. 5 | £ 
1. Patience ſecures the Poſſeſſion of our Souls in every Circum- 
flance that tends to diſcompoſe our Minds. bg, 
[Chriſt's Words are, In Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls,” 
Luke xx1. 19. This Exhortation ſuppoſes that ſevere 
Trials, or deferring Mens Hopes, are apt to make 
their Hearts fick, to maſter and enflave the Mind. 
Patience is to guard the Soul againſt this, and ward off 
all Impreſſions which would ruffle it, or put us out of 
that 'Temper which becomes us as Men and Chriſtians, 
Ay: © 0 | 
2. e will prevent haſiy and raſh Concluſions either from 
preſent Troubles, or the Suſpenſion of defired Good. 
[We are prone to make a haſty Judgment of Things 
from preſent Appearances: Againſt which Patience 
will fortify : We are too ready to charge God 
Fooliſhly,—The Apoſtle therefore exhorts us, to run 
with Patience the Race tha: is ſet before us, Heb. x11, 1. 


p. 139, 40. 


* The great Dr. Barrow, in his Treatiſe on Contentment, Patience, and 
| Reſignation, (Price One Shilling and Six- Pence) has handled this Subject in 
ſuch a Manner, that there ſcarcely ever was a Book perhaps of Human 

Compoſition better fitted to teach thoſe Virtues, which Pcrſons under 
Afliction have ſo much need to exerciſe, | 
II. The 


(649) 
The Need and Occaſion which a Chriſlian has for Patience is to 
e ſhewn, | 
; 1 is a Branch of the Character of every Heir of 
Glory, as much as Faith, or Love, or any other Part 
of the neẽ Nature. God is ſtiled the God of Patience, 
Rom. xv. 5. Now there muſt be ſome Reſemblance 
of our heavenly Father in all his Children.—All have 
ſome Exerciſes of Patlence in this Life, and Chriſtians 
ſhare the common Lot, Pains and Diſeaſes, Loſs of 
Friends, Ingratitude, Diſappointments in their Af- 
fairs, and all the various Troubles to which Man is 
born, fall promiſcuouſly to the Lot of the Good as 
well as of the Bad. In theſe Things * there is one 
Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked,” Eccleſ. 
IX. 2. | - 
Chriſtians have more need of Patience than others 
for all that will love God in Chrift Feſus muſt ſuffer 
in ſome Shape or another, p. 141—143.] m_ 
Patience is very neceſſary, that after we have done the Will of 
God, abe might receive the Promiſe. Of this awe may take ſeveral 
Views. | : | 
1. A Chriſtian has need of Patience to perſiſt in doing the Will 
of God, even in his ordinary Courſe. | | 
[Many of the Chriſtian Duties are unavoidably a Weari- 
naeſs to the Fleſh.—Prayer, Reading, and Hearing, 
cannot be performed without Pains ; and Patience 1s 
needful for that Reaſon.—!ndwelling Sin frequently 
makes Oppoſition. — We muſt act contrary to the 
Practice of the Generality in many Inſtances of Duty. 
In many Caſes we muſt proceed in the Performance 
of Duty, when we cannot diſcern the Succeſs of paſt 
Endeavours.— Many Branches of Duties are naturally 
more weariſome when the natural Strength and Spirits 
abate, as in Sickneſs and old Age, p. 144, 145.] 
2. A Chriſtian has need of Patience to perſiſt in bearing the 
Vill of God, and in doing his Duty under it, <vhen his Courſe is 
fetuliarly imbittered. 3 
[For Inſtance, to bear the Shock of ſudden and unex- 
pected Trials, which are apt to overſet a Man at once. 
Fo bear a Succeſſion of Trials one after another is 
ſtill more. The Patience of Job was remarkable on 
both theſe Accounts. To bear the long Continuance 
of Trials requires a greater Degree of Patience. To 
bear the Hand of God when he touches in a moſt 
tender Point.—To bear God's Rod when we cannot 
account for the Reaſons and Ends of it.—To bear 
ſharp AMiRions when the natura! Spirits are decayeds 
©. , 'To 
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| CEE: 
To bear Affliction patiently when an unlawful Way 
of Deliverance ſeems directly to offer itſelf, and to 
promiſe Relief, p. 145—48, ] BEE | 
3. A Chriſtian had nezd of Patience to perfift in waiting to the 
End to receive the Promiſe. : | 
[Eſpecially if he has lively Views of a happy State before 
| him, and comfortable opes of his own Title to it — 
If his Courſe be greatly imbittered by bodily Infirmi- 
ties and worldly Troubles, —If his Service and Uſeful- 
neſs are to Appearance much over.—If he has long 
thought himſelf going into Harbour, but is again 
driven back to Sea, . 148, 149.) 
I. | 


| To hau the Way to which aan direds us for Supplying 
this Need, or for furniſhing us with the Patience required, 
Chriſtianity ſuggeſis to us ſuch Directions as theſe, 
1. Whatever is a Trial of our Patience we ſhould conſider it as 
the Will of God concerning us. . 
[This is the juſteſt Foundation for Patience, and the beſt 
Preparation for it. Who art thou, O Man, who re- 
plieſt againſt God ! Would we be lawleſs, or receive 
Law from him ?—In the whole Compaſs of Duty we 
are doing the Will of God, and that is enough, p. 150.] 
2. We ſhould flrengthen our Faith in the Diſcoveries of the 
Goel, aud live in the daily Exerciſe of it. me? 
TThoſe who actually inherit the Promiſes, are repreſented 
as arriving at them through Faith and Patience; 
through Faith as the Principle, and Patience as the 
Fruit,—The exerciſing our Patience is by no Means 
inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs and Favour of God to 
us.—PFaith will aſſure us of divine Care to moderate 
our Trials in Proportion to our Strength, to ſupport us 
under them, and to deliver us out of them in due Time. 
Faith too will refreſh us with a Proſpect of a bleſſed 
Iſſue of all, p. 151, 152.] | 
3. We ſhould carefully cultivate the Principle of Lowe to God. 
[The Lord has promiſed a Crown of Life to thoſe who 
endure Temptation, and love him,“ James v. 12.— 
If then we love God in the darket Hours, we may 
take the Comfort of that Promiſe, and ſuppreſs all 
Impatience in View of the approaching Reward. 
4. Let us often repreſent to our Minds the preſent Advantages 
Patience. | 5 
[It is its own Reward, as Impatience is its own Puniſh- 
ment. — Patience lightens our Burden, Impatience 
doubles it.—Patience is the likely Way to diſarm an 
Enemy—but above all it pleaſes and honours God.) 
g. Nie ſpould often contemplate the great Examples of aw 
e 
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( 21) 
[Be Followers of them who through Faith and Patience 
inherit the Promiſes. —The great Patterns of Patience 
will convince us it is a practicable Thing; and that the 
beſt of Men have often had the moſt trying Exerciſes. — 
Let us eſpecially lock unto Jeſus. Think what Trials 
of Patience he met with, who endured the Contradic- 
tion of Sinners; and who in his laſt Sufferings prayed 
to the Father (even when agoniſing on the Croſs) to 
forgive them.—And though he could have no Reliſh 
for this World, except to do Good, he patiently 
waited God's Time for finiſhing his Work.—Sce like- 
wiſe the Examples of the moſt eminent Saints, even 
under the darker Light of the Old Teftament — and 
the Apoſtles under the New Teſtament — by which 
we perceive that God's chief Favourites had very ill 
Uſage from the World, p. 153—156. | 
6. We ſhould be earneſt in Prayer to God for this Grace. 
[Patience is juſtly called Wiſdom by Way of Eminence, 
becauſe it is one of the hardeſt, and yet one of the moſt _ 
excellent Leſſons of Chriſtianity.— © If any of you 
« lack Wiſdom (this Wiſdom of Patience) let him afk it 
* of God, who giveth to all Men liberally, and up- 
* braideth not, and it ſhall be given unto him,” ſaith 
St. James, to animate the aſſured Hope of all fincere 


Supplicants, p. 156, 157.] 


„ 1 
1. Let thoſe who are deſtitute of the Principle be ſenſible of 
their Need, and ſollicitous that they may obtain it. 
[We ſhould confider Patience as a Frame of Mind, for 
which every Days Occurrences give us ſome Occaſion, 
M We can no more inherit the Promiſe without Patience 
in a prevailing Degree, than without an unſeigned 
Faith. | 1 
2. Let us be ſollicitous to have this neceſſary Principle daily 
frengthend. . | | 
| [Not only that we may be preſerved by it from ſinking 
and murmuring and from notorious Miſbehaviour ; but 
that there — 45 the moſt complacential Acquieſcence 
in the Will of God; and that we may at all Times be 
enabled to ſay, The Lord gives, and the Lord may 
take away; and Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord.“ 
Study to have the acting of Patience ready to ule as 
there is Occaſion, like St. Paul, who declared him- 
ſelf not only ready to be bound, but to die for the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, Acts xxi. 13,—Be careful 
that the Exerciſe of it be laſting—that it be (not only 
by Fits and Starts) but a fixed Habit—like Moſes, of 
C 3 whom 
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(22) 

whom we have but one Inſtance of his acting contrary 
to his habitual Patience; for he ſpoke but once unad- 
viſedly with his Lips.—Let there be a general Exerciſe 
of this heavenly Temper of Mind upon every Occa- 
cafion : In great as well as in leſs Trials; and may 
our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt find us in ſuch a Diſ. 
poſition whenever he ſhall ſummon us hence; and 
then from doing his Will patiently on Earth, we 
ſhall moſt aſſuredly receive the promiſed Crown of 
Glory in Heaven.—Amen.] 


The End of the Seventh PI SON sx. 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 


Loving c our Neighbour as Ourkelves. = 


— 


+ W-* w "_ 


Matth. xxii. 39.— Aud the Serond is like unto it, Thou Pal Lowe 
thy Neighocur as thy Self. 


— 


[ H F. Words are Part of an Anſwer given by our Lord 


to a Queſtion, which was propoſed to Him by one of 
the Phariſees with a_ captious Intention ; namely, 
evhich is the great Commandnent in the Lazy ? And the 
Author chuſes this Precept, as our Lord does, to ſtand 
as a Summary of the Temper due from us to others, 
at the Head of the particular Graces and Virtues 
which 'tis our Duty to cultivate towards aur Fellow- 
Creatures. ] 
Here we are to inquire, 

I. Whom abe are to underſtand by our Neighbour ? 

II. What is meant by the Lowe of our Neighbour i F 

III. What is implied in the Meaſure preſcribed for this Lowe j— 

To Love Him as Ourſetves ? 


V. To conficer the ſpecial Oz nc of Chr iftians to ſuch 4 
Temper. 
of 


Who is dur Neighbony ? 

[The Jews reſtrained the Relation to thoſe of their own 
Nation and Religion: But Chrift hath extended the 
Community to which our Love is due, to all Mankind 

with whom we are concerned, — to all partaking of 
the ſame Human Nature, becauſe they ha of it. 1 


What i is meant by lowing our Neighbour ? 
[To have ſuch a value for Him as our F ellow- Creature, 
as diſpoſes us not to deny Him any of his juſt Rights, 
or do him any harm; ard on the other hand to have a 
hearty Good-will to Him, and to be ready to expreſs 
it in all the proper Offices of Kindneſs and Beneficence, 
as we have a juſt Call and Opportunity for it. — If we 
truly love our Neighbour, that wall eafily obviate any 
Temptation to do Him an Injury, and will not ſuffer 
us to be wanting in any known Point of Duty to 
Him : — Not only make us Harmleſs and Blameleſs, 
but ſtudious to do good to, and to treat all as Ferlons 
welove. J 
| III. 
What is implied in the Meaſure preſcribed for this Love ; — To 
Love our Neighbour as ourſelves ? 


C4 | 1. Thi 


(24) 5 

1. This plainly ſhexws that there is a Lowe of Ourſelves, which 
i not only allowed, bat is the necefjary Foundation of all Religion, 
and is here made the Meaſure of our Lowe to our Neighbour,” 

2. We know by the Motions of our own Hearts, how the Pulſe 
F Self-lewe beats, and what we are ready to do upon that Impulſe 
for our own Welfare; and therefore need no other Inſfirufor or 
Monitor to teach and excite us to do cur Duty to our Neighbour, 

{To be as tender of their Rights as of our own; — to 
Z mark any Thing valuable in them, and to pay them 
= the Regard and Reſpe& due to them upon that 
Account; — to be active in promoting both their 
'Temporal and Spiritual Welfare; — to aſſiſt them ac- 
cording to our Capacity ;— to put the moſt favourable 
Conſtruction on their Words and Actions. and to 
ſpeak Evil of no Man without juſt Cauſe ; — and to 
bear a ſenſible Part in their Joys and Afflictions;: — 
to rejoice with them that do rejoice, and to weep 

with them that weep.] 
3. To love our Neighbour as Ourſelves beſpeals the high Degree 

of Lowe due from us to Him. 

{ We ſhould love Him with equal Sincerity as we do Our. 
| ſelves; be as entirely free from all Enmity and Ma- 
| lice, and III-will to Him, as to Ourſelves ; and on no 
Account allow Ourſelves to injuire Him :—But be as 
tender of his Reputation as of our own ; and do Him 
What good Offices we can with Alacrity and De- 


light.] © Fa 
5 1 „ | 
To fhews the ſpecial Obligations of Chriſtians to love their 
Ieighbour, 3 RE 


1. Cbriſtianity leads us to confider all Men as near to us, and 
gives us many uniting Views of them, — TY, | 
The Goſpel reminds us of the common Original of our 
Natures ; — that God hath made of one Blood all 
Nations of Men to dwell on all the Face of the Earth, 
Acts xvii. 26. —We are Children deſcended from one 
common Father; and therefore Brethren ; and the 
Father of Spirits has breathed into them and us, living, 
reaſonable and immortal Souls. Now this Likeneſs of 
Nature, eſpecially of reaſonable Powers, is a juſt Ground 
of onivertal r | . 
2. The Goſpel lays the greateſt Streſs upon this Duty. 
ö 5 {Chriſt emphatically calls it his New Commandment, 
| buy which all Men ſhould know his Diſciples. John 
$ iii. 34, 3s. And 'tis repreſented in 1 Tim. i. 5. 
| z⁊ãs the very Deſign of the Goſpel Diſpenſation.] _ 
© 3. And this Virtue is recommended to us 5 the greateſt and 
| f robleſi Examples, | - 


ken 
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Not to inſiſt upon thoſe of the beſt of Men, even Gop 
himſelf is our Pattern herein. How extenſive is his 
Goodneſs to all his Creatures, eſpecially to his in- 
telligent Creatures. He is daily protecting us, and 
providing for the Wants of our Bodies ; and moſt 
condeſcending and conſtant in his Compaſſion for our 
Souls. — The bleſſed Jeſus too is often in like Man- 
ner recommended as our Example herein. — His Life 
was one continued Courſe of Action, for the good 
of the Souls and Bodies of Men; He went about 
doing good, Acts x. 38.] 
4. The bliſsful World we have in View ſhould raiſe our Souls 
to this lovely Temper, That is a World of perfect Love. 
CONCLUSION. 
The Author concludes with three Exhortations. 
1. Carefully to regulate our Love to Ourſelves, by Reaſon and 
Conſideration. | 
2. To be on our Gaurd againſi Selfiſpneſs. | 
[Which is the main * of all the Evils in the 
World; makes Men undutiful to Gop, and uſeleſs, 
if not pernicious, to thoſe about them.] | 
3. Having learned a reftified Love and Affection to Ourſelves, 
let us carry the ſame Temper into our Behaviour to Others, 
Ever remember the vaſt Importance of this Duty, which 
the Goſpel ſo frequently inculcates; which is made 
neceſſary to our final Acceptance, and often urged 
upon us on the Foot of the greateſt and moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing Doctrines of the Goſpel. ] N 


The End of the Eighth Discouxs. 
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_DISCOURSE IX 


Doing to Others as we would be done unto. - 


* 


Marr. vii. 12. — Therefore all Things, aubatſower pe would 
that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; for this is the 
| Law and the Prophets. 


O U R Bleſſed Maſter has given us two ſhort Summaries 


of our Duty to our Neighbour. One is that already 
inſiſted upon, Thou ſhalt lobe thy Neighbour as th; 

and the other is contained in the prefent Text. Both 
of them are near akin, and yet in ſome ReſpeRs dif- 
ferent. In the former, we are directly referred to our 
Self- love itſelf, as the Meaſure of our Love to Others 

on the Score of the Relation, wherein on many Ac- 
counts we are to conſider them as ſtanding to us: In 

this Summary, the Expetations we have from Others 

| | in Reference to ourſelves, are offered as the Meaſure 

\._ » of our acting toward them. The former is moſt pro- 

perly F Rule of Charity, but this of Righreouſne/s and 

Equity. | | 

a ben eaſure propoſed is not what other People actually do to 
«5, but avhat ave would that they ſhould do to us. — 
[This is a Diſtinction of great Importance, and Merits 

our Attention the more, becauſe we are too prone to 

diſregard it. We are read y to ſay, That ſuch a Man 

retuſed to do me a kind QHce, when it was in his 
Power, and why ſhould I ſerve him, when it is in 

mine ? He treated me with Rigour and Severity, 

* when he had Opportunity for it; and why ſhould 

© not I make him a Return in the ſame Kind?” But 

this is the Language of a heated, and not of a Chriſ- 

tian Spirit; of Paſſion, and not of Reaion or Grace. 

For mott afluredly I cannot be juſtified by that which 

anotner does, in doing what I condemn in him : That 

which was faulty in him, muſt be faulty in me too, 

- P2189; . 
2. 114 95 actually would that others hould do to us, is not in 
4 Cafes a Rule of our Duty to them; but the Lawfulneſs is to be 
1  preſuppoſed. | 

It will not follow that I ought to do, or to forbear a 

| Thing to my Neighbour, or that I may do ſo, meerly 

| becauſe Jam content or even deſirous, that he ſhould 

do or forbear the like to me. That Inclination or 
Deſire of mine muſt firſt be known to agree with the 
I,awof God. A notorious Drunkard may be willing 
to be intoxicated, and made a Beaſt by another. But 
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127 
it is not therefore one Jot the more lawful for him to do 
the like to another in his Turn, p. 190.] 2 
. When wwe and others are in different Circumſtauces abe are 
not obliged by this Meaſure of Action, to do exattly the ſame 
Things to them, as abc defire, or expect from them; but the ſame 
Things in our Circumſtances, as aue ſhould expe#t from them, if they 
' Evere in our Condition, and we in theirs, 18 
{God in the Courſe of Nature and Providence, places 
Men in different Relations one to another, in various 
Stations and Conditions, and has affixed Duties pe- 
culiar to each of theſe. Now the Intention of this 
Maxim cannot be to confound all Relations, and the 
Duties belonging to them; as if for Inſtance, all that 
a Father may expect from a Child, or a Maſter from 
a Servant, or a Prince from his Subjects, was there- - 
fore to be done by ſuch Superiors to their Inferiors. 
But the plain meaning 1s, that a Father, a Maſter, a 
Prince, ſhould conſider what he ſhould reaſonably de- 
fire and expect from one in the correſpondentRelation, 
if he was a Child, a Servant, or a Subject; and then - 
| act accordingly, p. 191, 192.] 5 
4. Ve are not obliged to do all that to Others, which aue might 
probably be glad they would do to us, if wwe were in their Caſe; 
but all that we could expect from them, as Matter of Right and 
Duty. | 
N It is hardly to be doubted but any poor Man would be 
glad, that a rich Perſon would not only ſupply his 
extreme Neceſſity, but give him a good Part of his 
Eſtate, ſo as to make his Circumſtances eaſy and plen- 
tiful: And it is very likely that if we were poor, we 
might be of this Mind. But thoſe who are in pro- 
ſperous Circumſtances are bound to do to another not 
all chat they in his Circumſtances might be glad of; 
but all that they would have gocd Reaſon to expect 
upon the Foundation of Juſtice, or Charity, or Friend- 
ſhip, or Relation, p. 192, 193. ] 5 
We will now ſhew the fireng Obligations wwe are under to be of 
this Temper. | | | 
1. It is founded in the Reaſon of Things, and is one of the 
plaineft Dictates and Laws of Nature : Such a Precept as approves 
itſelf to the Mind of a reaſonable Creature, as ſoon as he hears 
and underſiands it, ſo as not to need any laboured Proof. | 
[The Obligation reſults from the Sameneſs of Nature, 
which our great Creator has given to all Mankind ; 
as all deſcending from one Original, conſiſting of like 
Souls and Bodies. — And therefore whatever Rights 
one has by Virtue of this Nature, muſt be common to 
all and equal in all.] | 
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2. This is the Law and the Prophets. e Þ th 

[That is all the Duties to our Neighbour preſcribed by 
Maſes, or by the ſucceeding Prophets under the Old 

. Teſtament, are comprehended in this, and may be re- 

duced to it, p. 196.] i 

3. I is ſtill more ſirongly enforced upon us by Chriſtianity, 

[Our Lord and Maſter himſelf has left us this Summary; 
and that at the cloſe of his moſt inſtructive Sermon, 
wherein he had ſo clearly and diſtinctly explained 
our 570 in the moſt important Particulars of it, 
p. 197. e 5 

Let us now confider the vaſt Uſefulneſs and Advantage of this 
Meaſure of rural a eke F IM 

1. I is equally fit for the Direction of all. 
[It is indeed ſo ſimple and obvious a Meaſure of Acting, 


that the plaineſt and moſt illiterate People, who are 


not capable of long and intricate Reaſonings in order 
to the Diſcovery of their Duty, may receive Light 
from-it, as well as thoſe of the moſt inlarged Capaci- 

ties and Attainments, p. 199.] 

2. It will be of ſingular Uſe in ſudden Emergencies, 
{Many Caſes occur in Life, wherein we have not Time 
for long Deliberation, but muſt ſpeedily and upon the 
Spot determine either to do or to forbear a Thing, 


Now this one general Rule will hardly fail to furnith 


us with {ufficient Light for our immediate conduct in 
any Part of ſocial Duty, p. 200. 
3. It will contribute to Impartiality in judging concerning our 
Duty to Others. | | So | - 
[By teaching us to change Perſons, and to ſuppoſe thoſe 
concerned on the other Side of the Queſtion, to be our 
very ſelves, p 201. ] | - | 


4. This wwi!l miniſter Light both in what aue ought to do, and 


an what we ought to forbear toward other Men, 


{To do to others what we have Reaſon to inſiſt that they 
ſhould not do to us, is unjuſt and injurious ; and not 
to do what we might reaſonably defire at their Hands, 


is at leaſt unequal and uncharitable, p. 201.) 
5. This will contribute to make our Duty eaſy and pleaſant. 
[It will ſweetly draw us to our Duty by the moſt in- 
genuous Motive; and make thoſe very Conſiderations 
from ourſelves, to puſh us on to a due Behaviour to 
others, p. 201. ] | 
6. It will be of Service to diſcover and inforce our Duty te 
eters in the whole Compaſs of it, —for Example. —— 
In Common and General Converſation. 
I Negotiation and Commerce. 5 
In Caſes where others need our Compaſſion and Kindneſs. 
Is Cenſares and Refleftions upon others. 


In 
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3 19 e 
In Caſe of Provecations. 
In the ſeveral Relations of Life. | 
Hence we may infer, | 


1. Hoaw happy it would be for the World, if the Chriſtian . 
ſtitution was generally and heartily entertained. 


2. Of what Importance to the whole of Religion and Gradreſh; 


Self- Acquaintance and Reflection are. 

3. We may likewiſe hence infer that Gods Commandments are 
not grie Vous. | 1 5 
[They are founded in the Reaſon of Things, and our 


very Nature, and moſt familiar Sentiments, point to 
them. ] | 


4. We may hence ſee how inexcuſable it muſt be in reaſonable 


Creatures, efpecially avho profeſs Chriſtianity, if they govern not 
themſelves by this Rule. 

[Let us therefore pray to God that he will write this Law 

in our Hearts. For if we feel this Divine Temper in 

us, it will be a happy Preſage of our Arrival at laſt in 

the Bleſſed World, where all the Holy Inhabitants act 


eternally with uninterrupted Harmony and Concert one 
towards another.] 


The Exd of the Ninth Disco. 
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DISCOURSE +. 


* Chriſtian Meckneſs. 


Colos. iii. 12. Put on Meelneſi. 
11 E Author has treated this Subject under two general 


Heads : 
I. The Nature of Chriftlian Meekneſs is explained. 
II. Our Obli Rn as Chriſtians to exerciſe this Grace, are 


Heron. 
J. | 
The Nature of Chriftian Meakneſs i is explained. , 


— ———— 


New this Meetneſs the Scriptures confider, par ty in Relatic # io. 


God, but chiefly 1 in Relation to Men. 


1. There is a Meekneſs which becomes us towards Ged: Of 


auhich there are tau remarkable Inſtances, 
iſt, A full aud ready Submiſſion of Soul to the Authority of his 

Word, 

: [This will not ſuffer any Prepoſſeſſions of Sentiment, or 
former Inclinations, to riſe up againſt the Significations 
of his Will, as ſoon as that is made known to us, 

„ 
2d v; 4 chef ul 40 abſolute Reſignation to his Pb ee. 
[This 15 oppoſed to all manner of Fretfulneſs and Mar- 
muring under any of his Diſpenſations and Chaſtiſe- 
ments, however harih and ſevere, were all meant for 
our Good, p. 214, 215. ] 
2. The Se riptur e chiefly. conſiders Meetneſs in Relation to Men. 
[The Meek are ſuch as exerciſe themſelves in a careful 
Reftraint and Regulation of their Paſhons, reducing 
them within the bounds of Reaſon and Religion, and 
ſo are in their general Character of a ſweet and eaſy, 
a courteous and obliging Behaviour, p. 216.] 
1. The Meek are particularly endued with a Calmneſs of Temper 
urder Provocations. 
[They will not take Offence haſtily and without juſt 
Reaſon, p. 216. They will not uſe rough or 
illegal Methods to right themſelves even from con- 


ſiderable Injaries—when gentler Means will do 
or a legal Redreſs may be had—which they will ſeek 


wita Temper and Moderation.— They will be ready 
to be reconciled when an Offence is acknowledged, 
| and reaſonable Satisfaction offered, p. 218.] 

s. Peoknefe ſhauld expreſs itſelf in a Care to avoid giving Of 
fence in Word or Action to others, and a modejt Behaviour upon 
all Occaſions ſhould be obſerved for that Purpoſe towards all 
Men, p. 219 

3. Meeſuaſi is fhewn in a mod: /l ramperting of ourſelves to our 

Station and Circumflances, 


* Whoever has an Inclination to ſee this Subject treated more at large, 
may procue Henry's Treatiſe on Meekneſs, Price 18. 6d, [1 
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[It will diſpoſe thoſe who are in any Statiun of Infe- 

riority, contentedly to ſubmit to the Duty of that 

Station. On the other Hand, it will form Perſons in 

OY ſuperior Relations, or under ſmiling Providences, to a 

_—_ lovely and condeſcending Behaviour, p. 220, 221.] + 

* 4. Meekneſs is particularly to be expreſſed by a temperate and 

. calm Bebawiour in Matters of Religion, eſpecially in the Offices of 
3 inſtructing, exhorting, rebuking, &c. p. 222, 223. 


© I am to ſhew the Obligations that bind Chriſtians to the Exerciſe 
„ of this Grace, which are, | | 
1. The frequent Precepts of the Grſpel, 

[If the Goſpel Commands of Loæulineſs and Meebneſs be 


habitually neglected, they will prove as inſincere and 


«224: } * | 
2, * 1 8 4 ſented as efſential to a true Chriflian, as much as 
any other particular Grace or Virtue. TY 
[The Apoſtle repreſents Meekneſs as a neceſſary Branch 
of the New Man, and recommends it as ſuch in the 
Text. So that really a Man may as truly be a genuine 
Chriſtian without Faith in Chriſt, as without prevailing 
Meekneſs, p. 224. ] . 
3. Meekneſs hath particular Characters of Honour put upon it in 
the Goſpel. Ss N | 
[It is an Ornament in the Sight of God of great Price; a 
Temper with which he is highly pleaſed. A peculiar 
Bleſſedneſs is pronounced upon it, Pd are the Meek, 
for they hall inherit the Earth. It has a natural Ten- 
dency in the ordinary State of the World to promote 
Men's temporal Intereſt, Eaſe, and Reputation. The 
Meek, at leaſt, will be free from thoſe Vexations 
and Troubles of Life which haſty froward People 
bring upon themſelves, as the Fruits of their own Pro- 
vocations. 'The Meek may rely upon God as their 
Protector and Avenger, who is ready to riſe to Fuds- 
vent to ſave the Mees of the Earth, And whether they 
have a larger or leſs Share of outward Good ; yet by 
the Maſtery of their Paſſions, they enjoy more Comfort 
in what they poſſeſs, than thoſe who interrupt their 
Enjoyment by the Tumults of their own Minds, 
p. 226, 227, 228.] a 
4. The Example of Chriſt recommends aud inforces the E xerciſe 
of Meeineſs. | | N 3 
[This was a bright Part of his Character, which will 
appcar in the moſt amiable Light to every one who 
attentively conſiders his Life and Converſation upon 
Earth, p. 228, 229, 230, 231. 
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(32) 
REFLECTIONS &/USES. 


1. Be perſuaded to ſeek Meekneſs—To this End, keep a careful 
Guard upon your Hearts, and obſerve and check the Beginuings of 
Anger. 

4 Uſe all prudent Precautions in reference to the ordinary Sources 
and Occaſions of Paſſions. 

3. Think often of your avon Frailty and Liablenęſi to offend, and 
let this teach you to bear with others. 

Remember the Indecencies and ill Effects of Paſh ions. 
. Often ſeek Meekneſs of God in Prayer. 


| ſpecially you who are of a paſſionate Diſpoſition—Let 


us pray for the Spirit, one of whoſe Fruits is Meek- 


nels. ] 
Laſtly, 
6. See that your Meekneſs be . a Chriftian 8 . 


Good. nature is not ſo, when aninfiuenced, unanimated by Criſtian 


Principles. 


The End of the Tenth Djs60uRSE. 
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Rou. xii. 18.— Fit be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all Men. | 


_ HIS is a particular Excellency or Branch of the 
[ Chrittian Temper. } 

= It is propoſed, 
J. To ſhew the general Import of the Exhortation. 
II. What is implied in the Qualification added, if it be poſſible 
as much ar lieth in you. | 


III. The Extent preſcri bed for our Aim and Endeavour in this 
Matter—wwith all Men: And, 


IV. The Importance of a peaceable Spirit in Chriſtianity, 


The general Import of the E be rtation, To live peaceably : 
Which may be reduced to two Particulars, 


1ſt, That we ſhould have @ hearty Value and Love for Peace, 


as far as it may be obtained. 5 


In Chriſtianity the Principle and Temper have the main 
Streſs laid upon them, in order to Acceptance with 


Principles, wiz. A Regard to God's Authority, and a 
ſincere Love to Men; and not be the mere Reſult 
of a quiet, and eaſy natural Temper, p. 234. 


35 


to reach this End. | 


make, keep open, or inflame Differences ; and em- 


and Love.] | 
II. | 
What is implied in the Qualification added, — F it be poſſible 
a much as liethin you. ' 
1. This intimates, that it is not always in our Power. 


and Inſolence of others—ſometimes it is mora - 
poſſible. We cannot live peaceably without vio ng 
our Conſciences : Whereas, neither 'Truth nor Holineſs 


Caſes ſerve Chriſt or our Country, enjoy the Liberty 
he allows, or bring wicked Men to Puniſhment, with- 


maintained in full Harmony with Truth and Duty, it 


_ Impoffiibility, p. 235—236.] 
Vor. II. . D 2, This 


RN 
+2 


God, A peaceable Temper muſt ariſe from religious 


2. That we fludiouſly direct our Conduct Jo as may be moſt likely 
[Avoiding every Thing that tends to break Peace, and 
bracing all becoming Methods to promote Harmony 


[Sometimes through the Perverſeneſs, Obſtinacy, Pride 


are to be ſacrificed to Peace. We cannot in many | 


out breaking the Peace. Where Peace cannot be 


ſhould be eſteemed, by a Man devoted to God, an 
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2. This Addition greatly inforceth the Precept, auben it may 
conſiſt with higher Obligations. | | 
Peace is worth a great deal of Pains and Self. Denial 
and ſhould be ſirenuouſly purſued while there is any 
Hope of Succeſs ] 
3. Ib is further implied, that cue ſpould be content and eaſy, ; 
ave have performed our Part, though wwe ſhould miſs of our Aim. 
[The Attempt will afford comfortable Reflections, and 
Hope of divine _ and Reward, p. 239.] 
9 The Extent preſcribed for our Aim in this Matter ;—ayith all 
E71. | | 4 
iſt, With all Men at large as far as we have any Concern avith 
them, particularly, ; 
1. We ſbould be careful to behave inoffenfively to all. 
[Avoiding Inſolence, Rudeneſs, reflecting Words, inde- 
cent Paſſions, and even innocent Freedoms where they 
may ofrend ; not acting the Buſy-Body and Tale. 
| Bearer, prying into Perſons Secrets, and ſpreading 
Reports to their Prejudice, but giving to all the Re- 
| ſpect and Regard due to them, p. 240—243.] 
2. We fpould be careful not to be quick in taking Offence. 
We are to put the beſt Conſtruction on the Conduct of 
others; not be quick to reſent Provocations, or even 
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obſerve them, p. 244. 

3. We ſhould be defirous to regain Peace as ſoon as poſſible, when 
Differences ariſe. © | | | 
[By explaining our Conduct when it is miſunderſtood— 

acknowledging our Fault—being eaſily ſatisfied with 

an Acknowledgment for a ſmall Injury received 
being the Firſt to make Overtures of Reconciliation— | 
and giving up little Things, and our juſt Rights, rather 
than perpetuate a Quarrel, p. 244—246.]J _ 
20ly, Te Gould endeavour to cultivate more peculiarly Peace 
aud Hormony <ith our Fellou-Chriſtians as ſuch, 

{Eſpecially in Matters of Religion—not by attempting 
to bring all Chriſtians to Uniformity of Sentiment or 
Practice in Religion—not by arbitrary Forms of Agree- 
ment deviſed and preſcribed by Men—but by charita- 
bly thinking others fincere in their Inquiries—not | 
cenſuring them, though they differ from us—managing | 
Diſputes with Temper and Moderation—and treating | 
others with brotherly Love, notwithſtanding our dit- 
terent Perſuaſions, p. 2479—250.]J _ 
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The Importance of a peaceable Spirit in Chriſtianity. 
1. I. ſhews us the greet Evil of an unpeaceable Spirit. 


by ES e N b 
r Ln oy i: ht $6; 
> E 
3 * eh RES a LOELY 
- EI TIE INTO LEN BESS, 


N 
ST 17 
739 of 
rr * 
Rn 
A 
2 
SES . 
1 
n 
"LIES 9 
FF = 
LEE _— 
IIS 
n 
„ 
r 0 
x 
Rs 
£4, 


635 
[It is one of the Works of the Fleſh—diftutbs our Re- 
poſe-unfits us for devotional Exerciſes—and occa- 

ſions many Sins, p. 251. 
2. It repreſents a peaceable Diſpoſition in a very advantageous 

Light. 

[As a Fruit of the Pen making us like God and 
pleaſing to him, p. 252, 
. We have a lively Expreſſ on of ſuch a Temper i in the Eæan- 
ple 0 of Chriſt. 
[He obſerved the proper Limitations to be attended to in 
our Purſuits of Peace, and ever ſhewed a ſtrong Diſ- 
poſition to it, p. 253. 

4. B the Account it gives of the heavenly World, as a State 

perfect Love and Harmony. 

1 USE. 

1. This may be ſufficient to vindicate Chriſtianity from the Re- 

= jroaches which have been caſt upon it by the Diwvifs ont and 

Animoſities of Chriftians. 5 

2. This is a proper Subject of Trial and Self Examination. 
[Ve may diſcern whether vital Religion be advancing 
or declining in us, by examining whether we are of a 
more peaceable Temper than formerly.] 
3. Let us cultivate this Diſpoſition, and FF. for the Spirit 
2 Grace to make it a ſettled habitual Diſpeſition in us, p. 256. 


M7 


The End of the Eleventh Discourss; 
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DISCOURSE XII 


A Merciful Temper. 


„ ———— 


Coloss. ili. 1 2.— Put on therefore, as the Elec of God, holy and 
beloved, Bowels of Mercies, 


11 


It is propoſed, 


| O explain the Diſpoſition here required. 
II, The Engagements that ie upon Chriſtians to it. 
I 


The Nature of the Diſpoſition required. 

[It is a Diſpoſition' by which we are inclined tenderly to 
ſympathize with others in their Evils or Dangers; and 
are ready to help and relieve them as far as it is in our 
Power. The Temper of the Mind is principally to be 
conſidered, p. 257—260. | = 

1. I. is to be exerciſed in Reference to the Souls of Men, and 
their ſpiritual Miſeries and Dangers, 7 

[ The Sins of Men will excite a merciful Chriſtian's Grief Wn 
and Concern ; and it will ſhew itſelf in all proper Eu- 
deavours to ſave Men from Sin and Ruin, —concurring Wl 
in any reforming Deſigns, —and earneſt Prayers for 
their Succeſs, p. 261, 262.] | 

2. In Relation to their outward Aflictions and Sufferings, | 

[There ſhould be a Sympathy with them, and a charitable 
Good-w1ll to them, and this will excite us to contribute 
to their Necefities,—to apply in their Behalf to others 
more capable of aſliſting them,—and to pray to God 
for them, p. 264, 265. ] 

3. It is to be exerciſed with Regard to particular Injuries done 
4s b others. | N | | | 
[We ſhould maintain Good-will to thoſe that have in- 
jured us, —firſt, try mild Methods to reclaim them, — 
not to take every Advantage againſt them,—if they re- 
pent, to forgive them, —and never to proceed againſt 
them with Rigour, how much ſoever they may be in 
our Power, p. 266—268,] 
| - EG 
The peculiar Engagements which lie upon Chriflians to this aner- 
ci Diſpoſition. Id 
1. It is often inculcated upon us as a neceſſary Duty. 
[ Vea, as an eminent Branch of Goodneſs ; and the con- 
trary Spirit is declared to be inconſiſtent with the Love 
of God.] | | 


| -— wa 
2. It is made an expreſs Term 2 Acceptance with God. 
[The Proceſs of the*great Day is repreſented as turning 
principally upon this Point both in the Goodneſs and 
Severity of God.) | 5 
3. UV 


(637 
3. We are moſt fully taught our oaun Need of divine Mercy. 
[We are required to come to God as humble Penitents, 
who have no Hope but from his ſovereign Grace | 
and Favour, which we are to expect only upon Con- | 
dition of forgiving others, as in the Lord's Prayer. | 

4. God's actual Mercy to us is a Pattern of this Diſpoſition. 5 

[Both in the Courſe of Providence and the Scheme of | | 
Redemption, and his Mercy is quite diſintereſted.) 

5. The Son of God has given a moſt illuſlrious Pattern of " | 
Mercy. | | | 
TBoth to the Souls and Bodies of Men—in ſympathiſing 
with their Diftreſſes—performing kind Offices to all 
Sorts of diſtreſſed Objects — even to his Enemies 
and he is ſtill a merciful and compaſſionate High 
Prieſt, p. 269—270. 


The USE. 

1. Where ſhall the Cruel and Savage appear. 

2. Let us, as the Ele of God, ſtudiouſſy put on Bowels of 
Mercies. | | | 
[Let no others, enduced by a Goodneſs of Nature, or 
by ſome ignoble Motives, excel us in this Diſpoſition. ] 
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The End of the Twelfth Discovzss. 


DISCOURSE XIII. 


'Veraciry or Truth between: NM. an and Man. 


— 


— cc 


Ernks. iv. 25. Wherefore, putting away Ering, ſpeak every Nia 
Truth avith his Neighbbour, for we are Members one of = og 


ih 


from Pagani/m, becauſe Lying was cuſtomary : among 
them, and elteemed in many Caſes to be lavwul and 
juſtifiable, ] 
It 15 Ne 
I. To exploin the Precept here recommended to Chriſtians, 
II. To conſider the Reaſon by which it is inforced, 


& | HIS was neceſſary to be inculcated on the Convertg 2 


To explain the Precept here recommended to Chriſtians. N 
[ Truth here ſignifies the Agreement of our Words to our 
Senſe and Apprehenſions. — Lying is giving a falſef 
Repreſentation of our Minds — ſpeaking, writing, orf 

* Other Ways ſignifying, what we know or thin k to be 
falie, to deceive others — which cannot be jaſſifed, 
though the beſt Ends ſhould be propoſed by i it, p. 280 
—— AC; wo. 
1. Truth is to be obſerved in common C oneverſuticn, . 
[It is not to be violated in trivial Inſtances by exceſſve, 
Compliments, Flattery, boeſting of what we never 8 
did, or facetious Lies, p. 285, 86.] LEE 
2. In * ing Teflimony. 55 
[We are to ſpre:d nothing to the Injury of our - Neigh 
bour, of which we have not good Aſſurance. —We are N 
to give Teſtimony with Recoſllection—TImparualit 
and without Concealment or Diſguile, p. 287-289. 
2. In cur Promiſes and Engagements, 1 
[We muſt really intend to perform them, when they 
were made aſterwards be exact in the Performance 
where it is poſnblæ-lawful—and we are not called of 
by a much more evident Duty yea, though it ſhould 
be a conſiderable Damage to ourſelves, p. 290-292. 

II. 5 

To conſider the Reaſon the Apoſile gives for this. — Me ar 
_ bers one of another. 3 
. This Argument is applicable jo Mankind in general. = 
1 makes void and ufelefs the grea: Inſtrument o, 
Society, the Faculty of Speech and Writing.— Ever 
Man expects and deſires Ituth from another; an 3 
without it the Bonds of buman Society will ba 
weakened, and univerſal Confuſion introduced, p. 293 5 


254-4 
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| (639) 
2. This Argument is particularly applicable to Chriſlians. 
[We are under additional Engagements to ſpeak Truth 
in Conformity to the God of Truth — to F-/as, in 
whoſe Lips there was no Guile—in Conformity to the 
Spirit of Truth—becauſe the Goſpel requires it in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, and threatens Liars with the moſt 
dreadful Puniſhment, p. 295—298. | 


5 The USE. 
1. This ſhews how much Chriſtianity is calculated for the Good 
of Society, as well as our own everlaſiing Welfare. 
2. It fhews how juſtly the Chriſtian Religion ſirifly forbids 
common Swearing. | | 
[We are directed to go no further in common Converſe, 
than a bare aſſerting or denying a Thing —Chriſtians 
ſhould have ſuch an exact Regard to Truth that they 
may deſerve to be believed upon their bare Word.] 
3. All Chriflians ought to comply with this Exhortation. 
ln order to this, they ſhould maintain a conſtant Senſe 
of the Evil of Falſhood, and the Excellency of Truth. 
They ſhould guard againſt Temptations to Falſhood, 
as Guilt — Covetouſneſs — Malice —raſh Speaking— 
Talkativeneſs. We ſhould keep from the Appearance 
of this Evil, and pray to God to keep us. 
4. Chriflians ſhould do all they can to promote Truth among 
athers. 8 . 
[For the Honour of God the Good of their Neigh- 
bours, and the general Intereſt of Society: And parti- 
cularly ſhould inculcate upon Youth their indiſpenſible 
5; ca to maintain Truth inviolate, p. 298— 
302. | 


The End of the Thirteenth Discovnse, 
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DIScOURSE XIV. 


Charitable Judgin gin Oppoſition to Cenforiouſ ne. 8. 


— : co > - 


Marrk. vill, 1.— Judge not that ye be not jucken 


| It is propoſed to explain, 


HE Prohibition. 
The Motives on avhich it is inforced, 


: 


77 bat; is forbidden in the M ordt, « Jud, ge not. 


[It is plain that Chriſt intends not abſolutely to forbid 
any to uſe their own Judgment ; for this 15 a Natural 
Faculty given to us, as rational Creatures, and which 
we are to uſe in the beſt Manner we can. Neither are 
we abſolutely forbidden to judge others; Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, and Chriſlian Societies, are required to 
cenſure Evil-doers. Nor are even private Perſons 
forbid to judge thoſe to be ill Men, who give fla- 
grant Proofs of their Wickedneſs, p. 300. —310.] 
We are forbid, 


1. Intermeddling and judging Perſons without any requiſite Cauſo. 


[We ſhould not officiouſly paſs Sentence upon any Per- 
ſons or Things, without juſt Warrant or Authority, 
We ſhould not cenſure Things out of our Province, 
where we have no call to paſs judgment: Nor ſhould. 
we judge of Things above our Reach, which either 
the Defectiveneſs of our Under? fandinge, or the 
Nature of the Subject renders ſuch: Neither ſhould 
we cenſure others without the Authority of this 
Rule; that is, we ſhould not cenſure any. as guilty 
of a Crime, becauſe they happen not to think or act 
as we: Nor ſhould we make Sins or Duties, which 
God never made fo, p. 3i10—315.] 


2. Blind and raſh Ji aging. 


[We muſt not condemn Men before we he ve Clear and 
reaſonable Evidence of Facts, and their Circumſtances; 
we mutt not raiſe Suſpicions into Accuſations, nor 
judge hardly meerly from Hearſay and common Fame; 
we muſt not paſs Sentence without knowing what the 
Party can ſay in their Defence; nor without being 
apprized of the Particular Cir rcumſtances that led them 
into the Actions in Queſtion. And we ſhould make 
Allowance for the ſpecial Differences of People's Caſes, 
p. 315—317-] 

. Partial Judging. 

[We ſhould not judge Hom pique or diſlike af the Per- 
ſon, rather than of the Evil: And our Judgment 
ſhould be equally extended to all, who are equally 
concerned, Woe judge partially, when we judge 
others for Things, which we excuſe in ourſelves : Or 
when we cenſure ſmaller Faults in others with more 


Rgour 


(41) 
Rigour than greater of our own, though they ſhould 
not be juſt of the ſame Kind: Or when we condemn 
that ſtrongly in an Enemy, which paſſes for little or 
nothing in a Friend, p. 317, 318. ] | 
4. Uncharitable Tudging. 

[This is done when we give way to Suſpicions and Jea- 
louſies at Random, without proper Foundations: — 
When we put the. worſt Conſtructions on Things that 
will admit of better : — When we judge of Men's 
Thoughts and Intentions, where their Actions afford 
no room for Reproach: — When we judge of Men's 
Acceptance with God, upon Grounds which are 
not deciſive by the Rules of the Goſpel : — When 
we cenſure Men in the Lump, overlocking their 
valuable Qualifications : — When we impute to 
others Opinions and Conſequences, which they diſ- 
own : — When we interpret Calamities as Judgments, 
from our Diſlike of Perſons: When we are unwilling 
to admit fair Tokens of Repentance for Faults :— 
When we publiſh the Faults of others, without Oc- 
caſion: — Or, Laſtly, when we involve the Innocent 
in a Cenſure with the 5 p. 318—323.] 


The Motives by which the Prohibition is inforced : “ That ye 
« be not judged.” i 
1. We ſhould not be cenſorious of others, as ever ave would not 
be ſerved by Men in the ſame kind, | 
[Men who fiſh for Scandal are very often met with in 
their own Way: And it ſeems to give a general Sa- 
tisfaction, when they are effectually expoſed, p. 324.] 
2. As abe would eſcape the juſt Tudgment of God. . 
{Without Repentance we may expect he will ſeverely 
animadvert on this Sin, which is a direct Invaſion of 
God's Province: It is alſo very injurious to our Neigh- 
bour; and is a Practice wherein we are ſelf- con- 
demned, p. 324—327.] _ 3 


USE. 
Let vs h 

Reſolwe to maintain à good Ofinion of all till ave are obliged by 
Evidence to quit it. 8 | 

Recollect oſten the Ewvils attending Cenſoriouſneſs. 

Carefully avoid and mortify the uſual Incentives to this Temper : 
Ialeneſs, Selfijbneſs, Pride, and Party-Leal. . | 
Think frequently of the Number and Greatneſs of our own 
Faults, and our Need of Allowances both from God and Men. 

Laſily, Think often how gentle and long-ſuffering God hath 
been to us already: That if he enter into Judgment with us, we 


can have nu Hope to Eternity; but that if aue judge ourſelves im- 


partially, and our Neighbours charitably, «we ſhall not be judged, 


« 327—330-] vis 
Pe 37 33 The End of the Fourteenth Discouksx. 
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pISCOURSE xv. 


SINCERITY. 


A NOV N „ — 


1 Cox. v. 8. But with the unleaventd Bread of Sincerity and 
Truth. 


- AFTER all that has been ſaid of the Chriſtian Temper 
| in the general Characters of it, and in the principal 
Branches of which it conſiſts. The Author in the 
laſt Place conſiders ſome Qualification, which run 
through every Branch of it. And the firſt of theſe is 
Sincerity.] 
It is propoſed to ſhew, 
i. The Nature of Goſpel Sincerity. 
2. Our Engagements to ſee, that this be a Qualification of all 
the Exerciſes of the Chriſtian 7 oy and Life. | 


EE The Nature of Goſpel Sincerity. 

This Quality comprehends in it the following Particulars. 

1. 4 fingle Intention and Aimto leaſe Cod, and approve our- 
ſelves to him through our <chale Cu. ; 

[As far as we ſuffer ourſelves to be ſwayed by other 
Conſiderations, more than by a Regard to God, ſo far 
is a Breach of Goſpel Sincerity, eſpecially when we 
are carried away by other Inducements to run the 

| Riſque of loſing his Favour, whether it be the pleaſing 
of other Men, or the Advancement. of our own worldly 
Intereſt : Not that we are to neglect theſe, when they 
can be connected with our pleaſing God. And it is 
ſofficient in many Caſes that our Defign of pleaſing 
him be habitual and general, p. 336, 337.] 

2. An 'mpartial Inquiry ante our Duty. 3 | 

[We are to uſe all proper Means to diſcover his Mind 
and Will: A fincere Man 1s not only open to the 
Truth when offered, but diligently applies himſelf to 
all the Means of Information. He is deſirous to free 
himſelf from all Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion. He ap- 
plies to God for a right Judgment, and endeavours 

to make a true and upright Inquiry, p. 337—340.] 

3. An intire anduniverſal Application to the Practice of Duty, 
at far as it is known, without flated and allowed Reſerves and 
Exceptions. 1 . 

[We ſhould be as careful about the Exerciſe of every 
Grace and Virtue in the inward Frame and Temper 
of the Heart, as in the viſible Action that flows from 
it; and about our private, as our public Conduct. 
Sincerity alſo diſpoſes to pay an indiſcriminate Regard 

| | | 2 5 
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(49) 
to God's whole Authority, or an equal Reſpect to it in 
all Caſes where it can be diſcovered, p. 340—344.] 
4. A Correſpondence and Harmony between inward Sentiments, 
and the Words and Actions. | 
[This muſt be maintained in the Affairs of Religion, 


if we would approve ourſelves to be ſincere: We muſt 


neither profeſs nor act any Thing in Matters of Be- 


lief or Worſhip, different from the inward' Perſua- 
ſions of our Minds. And the ſame honeſt Agree- 
ment between our Words and Hearts ſhould run 
through our Behaviour to Men. See Sermon XIII. 


p- 344—346.] 
II. 


Of what Importance it is that this Qualification ſhould attend us 
in all the Exerciſes of the Chriſtian Temper and Duty. 
1. Lis expreſcly required by Divine Precept in the ſeveral 
Branches of our Duty. | 
[This is required in the New-Man, Eph. iv. 24. — is 
part of the firſt and great Commandment, Matth. xxii. 
37. —15 eminently inculcated in the Goſpel, John iv. 


23, 24. — is the firſt Thing preſſed on Chriſtians in 


their Approaches to God, Heb. x. 22. — and love to 
Chriſt, Eph. vi. 24.— The ſame is required in our 
Love to our Neighbour, 1 John 11. 18. Rom, xii. 
8, 9, — And in the Performance of all our relative 
Duties, Eph. vi. 5, Sc. Oc. p. 346, 347.] 
2. It is indiſpen/ably neceſſary to our Acceptance with God. | 
Ho can that be expected to meet with his favourable 
Regard, which was not in Intention done to him ? 
Or which is not the Fruit of an honeſt and impartial 
Inquiry into his Will? p. 347, 348.] ; 
3. It alone can miniſter ſolid Satisfaction to ourſelves upon Re- 
gection. | | 
. Conſciouſneſs of Sincerity is a perpetual Feaſt: A Peace 
that no Man can take away, and which will give Com- 
fort and Confidence toward God, p. 349, 350.] 
4. It will be the eaſieſi Method of Conduct. | 
[ Diſguiſe requires Art and Pains, occaſions Reſtraint and 
Fear of Diſcovery. Every ill Conſequence is avoided 
by being what we would ſeem to be, p. 350.] 


5. Herein we Hall copy after the moſi excellent Examples. 5 


. 


[Thoſe of the Saints in all Ages, and that of Chriſt 


himſelf, p, 350—352. 
DE, USE. 

The foregoing Subject may be fitly applied various Ways. 

1. As a Subjet of Sorrow, for the evident Violations of Sins 


cerity among Chriſtians. 


2. As a Meaſure of judging curſelves, whether abe are in 4 


State of Acceptance with God, | 
| 3. Mt 
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3. As à Ground of Humiliation to the beſt for the Deſects in 

their Sincerity, as well as in every particular Branch of Gcod- 

266. 3 

25 As an Engagement to cultivate and advance in this excellent 
Qualification. | 

[Let us then tadiouſly practice it, as the principal Thing 

in all the ſeeming Good we do: Either in the Acts of 

Piety to God, or of Juſtice and Charity ro Men, 


p. 352—350.] 


The End of the Fificenth Discotrse. 


D I S- 


"DISCOURSE XVI. 


Conſtancy and Perſeverance. 


_ 
hs — 


1 Cox. xv. 58. former Part. Therefore my beloved Brethren, 
be ye ſteadfaſt, unmaveable, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord. 


HE Propoſition, Which che Author lays down as the 
Subject of his Diſcourſe from theſe Words, is, | 


2 That Steadfaſineſs in the Graces and Duties required of us, is 4 
8 neceſſary Qualification of the Chriſtian Temper. 
4's And the Method he purſues in treating this Subject is, 
0 I. To explain this Qualification. And, 
5 II. To foew the Neceſſity of it. 
. ge I. 
vg To explain the Qualification. oe 
_ In order to which he obſerves, that it includes two Things. 


I. That the Exerciſe of Grace and Duty be conſtant and habitual, 


and not merely occafional, or by Fits and Starts. | 
[ Abſolute Perfection and entire Freedom from Sin, is 
impracticable in the preſent Life, but that Evenneſs 
85 and Conſtancy in our Devotedneſs to God and Good- 
= neſs, which the Goſpel requires, may be attained.] 
This implies, . 
I. That it ſhould be our Deſign and Purpoſe to adhere to God 
and our Duty at all Times. 
Our religious Purpoſes are inſincere, when we except 
any known Precepts, or any ſinful Indulgencies : 
| As alſo when they are confined to ſome particular 
5 5 Times and Seaſons. ] 
=—_ 2. Religion muſt be made our flated and ordinary Bufmeſs. 
5 3. Deliberate and preſumptuous Sins muſt be carefully avoided. 
7  __ ['Theſe are a direct Breach of our Baptiſmal and Sacra- 
3 mental Engagements. Of this Kind are all great and 
=—_ notorious Sins; and even the leaſt Sin, if committed upon 
actual Deliberation and againſt the Judgment of the 
55 Mind ; and eſpecially if the Offence be not only great in 
7 | itſelf, but committed againſ the actual Remonſtrances 
” of Conſcience. ] g | 


£ tionable Repentance. 
5 II. The Chriſtian Temper and Courſe muſt be perſiſted in to the 
_ End of Life. | 
[This implies, that we be not wearied out by the 
Length of our Way; that we do not give over our 
Work in Deſpondency, on Account of the flow Pro- 
greſs we make; that we be not affrighted from our 
Steadfaſtneſs by the Approach of Sufferings; that 


4. Upon any known Falls, there ſhould be a ſpeedy and propor- 
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(45) 
we be not drawn aſide from the Faith or Practice of 
the Goſpel, by thoſe who lie in wait to deceive, and 
finally, that we be not inſenſibly drawn on to Apoſ⸗ 

tacy by the . of preſent Temptations.) 
The Necefity of this Qualification of Steadfaſineſs in the while 
of the Chriſtian Temper and Work. 
1. It is by the Divine Appointment made urg ag to our Ac- 
—_— evith God, and to our ral Hapfineſs. 

[That it is a neceilary Term of Acceptance appears 
from its being a natural Fruit of Sincerity or Up- 
rightneſs, which is declared to be ſo. To which it 
may-be added, that an habitual Courſe of Sin is 

often declared inconſiſtent with a new Nature, nor 
docs the Benefit of Chriſt's Sacrifice extend to Perſons 
of ſuch Characters. All the Promiſes aſſure us that 
Perſeverance is likewiſe neceſſary to our final Reward, 
as on the other Hand, Apoſtaſy is repreſented as fi::- 
ing Men under the moſt dreadful Doom. ] 

2. Stetfafteſs 7 7s neceſ/ary to the Credit of our Profeſſion. 
3. 1t is necejjary in Conformity to the Example of our Lord 
Fejus Chriſt. 

{His Courſe of Obedience was exactly uniform, regular, 
and without any Variation. He was obedient unto 
Death, and finiſhed the Work that God gave him to 
do. So muſt we follow him to the End of our Courſe, 
being faithful unto Peach. 

| REFLECTIONS. = 
I. We may judge of the Safety of cur State If engutr ng into 
Ihe Conftancy with which awe have perſevered in the er 
Courſe : Whether it has been the ſettled Bent of our Souls to pleaſe 
Goo and avoid my known Sin, Jet, | 
. The bef? have Reaſen to cenſure themſel ves for the l offer Un- 
. of their Temper and Conduct; evhich, though mt direc 
Breac hes of the Covenant, are ye? 2 and evil, a to be dij- 
allow ond repented of. 
3. Wo joculd all be ſtirred up to the gr ca C orcern, that we 
may be aiwoys fleadfajt and immoveable in the Work of the Lord. 

[Every Breach in our Chriſtian Courſe leſſens the Plea- 
ſare of it, and encreaſes our Difficulties: God's Stead- 
ſaſtneſs in his Covenant with us, and his pai: Good- 
neis, ſhould render us teadtalt in our Engagements to 
him; to which may be added, that if we turn aſide, 
the beſt vie have to expect is his Þ atherly Correction. ? 

The Diſcourſe concludes with the following Directions. 
1. See that you lay the Foundation in a fi incere aud unreſerved 
deuptedueſs to God, 


2. Often 


| (4) | 

2. Often review the State of your Souls: Examine what 
Ground you have gained or loſt, that Diſorders may be re&ified 
before they have proceeded too far, | 

3. Improve the Falls of others, to awaken your own Caution. 

4. Be ſteadfaſt in the Faith, if you would be fo in your Obe- 
dience, Every Doctrine of Divine Truth has a practical Influ- 
ence, and this will be in Proportion to the Strength of our Perſua- 
fron of it. 

5. Aim at Advances, if you would not decline. 

6. Keep in View the beſt Examples to excite your Emulation. 

7. Truſt not your own Hearts; but lock to him who is able to 
leep you from Falling. And, 


8. Often think of the promiſed Reward, as ſure, and great, 


and near. 


The End of the Sixteenth Discovksz. 
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biscouksE XVII. 


. A tender Spirit. 


. — 
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2 CHRON. xxxiv. of the latter Part — Becauſe thine Heart is 
tender, 


FTER ſome Account of the Occaſion upon which the 
A Character in the Text was given to Joſiah, and ſome 
Remarks upon other Paſſages of Scripture, where this 
15 repreſented as an Ingredient in the Chriſtian Tem- 
per; the Author propoſes,) 
I. To give a general Account of the Import of a tender Heart. 
H. To deſcribe more particularly the Ways in which this Temper 
feould exprejs z beef. Aud, 
III. To freav dubai Foun: ation ts laid for it in Chriftianity. 
J. 
To give a gener al Account of the Import of a tender Heart. 
This implies, 
i. 4 guick and ready Senſe and Feeling in r ſpiritual Things. 
[Which includes, e of Apprebenfion in Matters of 
Religion; readily diſcerning our Duty and Danger, our 
Wants and Diſtempers, our beſt Friends and our worſt 
Enemies: Ready Reflections of Conſcience, and a Dilpo- 


ſition to be e affected with our ſpiritual Concerns, in 
Proportion to their Importance. 


2. A Diſpoſition ready to yield to divine Influences, and to engage 
in the Practice of cur Du. 
[The ſtrongeſt Senſe of Sin and Duty, while the Heart 


remains unyielding and will not return to God, is of 
no Account in his Sight. 


"NH. 
To give a more partic: OM Deſcription of the Inſiances i in Wiich. - 


this Tendernefs of Heart will diſcover zel. 
It will appear, 


1. In relation to the Word of God, or the Diſeoveri he 
Bas made of his Will. | 
[A Perſon of a tender Spirit will endeavour to acquaint 

himfelf with the divine Will, and for this Purpoſe 
will carefully ſtudy the Scriptures : He will alſo pay 
a ready Subjetion to the Authority of God in his 
Word, as far as he underſtands it: He is afraid of 
doing any Thing which he duds may be diſagree- 
able to the W Vord of God. He is readily impreſſed 
by the ſeveral Truths propoſed to him from thence, 


and frequently compares his Heart and Life with this 
unerring Rule, ] e 


AR (49) 
2. In relation to Sin. 
[Where this Temper prevails, Conviction is eafily ad- 


mitted, as in the Caſe of David and Peter; and upon 
Conviction, Shame and Sorrow readily ſucceed ; a 


Sorrow that is the Effet of Ingenuity rather than 
Fear. Such a Perſon will be Policitous to be de- 
livered from the Guilt of thoſe Sins of which he 
is convinced ;—will actually turn from them by ſin- 
cere Repentance ;—and will be habitually upon his 
Guard againſt Temptation for the future.] 

3. In relation to the Events of Providence, 


[When in the moſt favourable Circumſtances, he will 


be afraid of abuſing the divine Mercies : He enter- 

tains an awful Apprehenſion of God's Judgments, 

and he is deſirous to underſtand his Voice in his 

Providences, endeavouring that his Temper and Be- 

haviour may comport with the Diſpenſations he is 

under. . 
4. In — to the Honour of God, 

[He will do his utmoſt to promote it, being content to 
hazard his own Honour or Intereſt, or Life itſelf in 
its Support. If he falls into any Sin, he is chiefly 
concerned at the Diſhonour done to God by it. Again, 
he ſincerely rejoices in whatever tends to the Glory of 
God, and on the other Hand, is deeply affected with 
every Inſtance in 8 * is difhonoured.] 

7 To ſnew what Foundation is laid by Chriſtianity for ſuch a 
emper. | | f 
llt appears from the Character of Joſiah in the Text, as 
well as from other Inſtances, that good Men were no 


Strangers to this Temper under the Old Teſtament; 
much leſs ſhould we be under the Goſpel, for the Rule 


of our Faith and Practiee is more compleat: A future 
State of Recompences is more fully revealed to us : 
The richer Diſcoveries of divine Grace made to us, 
tend to produce greater Ingenuity of 'Temper. The 
ceremonial Obſervances required under the former 
Diſpenſation are ſuperſeded, and the Spirit of God is 
now more plentifully communicated to the Church. ] 
ES. TO 7 5 + 6 7 Rab 
1. We may learn to diſtinguiſh betaween the truly Chriſtian Tem- 
ter and ſome Things often miſtaken for it. | 


[lr is very different from a natural Eaſineſs of Temper, 


which is a Weakneſs, and not a Virtue. It alſo differs 
from a mere occaſional Tenderneſs under the Word or 
Providences of God: The Humiliation of Pharaoh 
and Ahab was very different from that of Joſiah, ] 


Wa: H. | | = 2. Let 


DD r 


— > A 
INS 8 PUT vor C ren 41 * er 
- 8 — _ — A — 
2 — — — - 
= — "i ati AS Ar — —— — — 


N 
509 UROL: if 

2. Let us all ſcek after and cultivate a religinus Tenderheſ 
of Spirit, as that which is indiſpenſably neceſſary to our Ac. 
ceptance with Gt. 

[1f cur Hearts are in any Meaſure ſoftened, it ſhould 
be our Concern to preſerve their Tenderneſs through 
the whole of our Courſe, being afraid of the Be- 

ginnings of Hardneſs of Heart, and falling in with 
every good Motion of the Spirit of God.] 

3. If ave are conſcious of ſuch a Spirit prevailing in us, 


let us take the Comfort of it, as an Evidence of the Goodneſs 
of our State, 


/ 


The End of the Seventeenth DiscouRse. 
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DISCOURSE XVIII. 


uz an Zeal. | 


U E AL is not a particular Grace or Virtue in itſelf, but 
| rather a Qualification, which ſhould attend the Exer- 


ciſe of both. In its general Notion it is nothing elſe 


but an ardent Concern for or againſt a Thing, and a 
Tively and vigorous acting thereupon. It may be 
either good or bad, as it is exerted in Favour of either 
Good or Evil: And it is remarkable that the latter is 
moſt frequently mentioned in Scripture. Vet right 
Zeal is a Duty: It is a needful Ingredient of the 
Chriſtian Temper, a Qualification neceſfary in Chriſt's 
Diſciples, p. 403—408.] DE: 
It is propoſed to fhew, 
I. The Dijpofition to which aue are here exhorted. 
II. The .Obligaticns which lie upon Christ's Diſciples to ſuch 


a Temper. 
| | I. | 
The Diſpeſition to which we are here exhorted. 
1. Jt ſhould be our firſt Care to be well aſſured that the Cauſe is 
good for which our Zeal is employed. 
[Every Man is bound, before he gives a-looſe to his 
Zeal, to uſe the beſt Means he can for diſcovering 
God's Mind: And no Man ſhould ſuffer his Zeal to 
out: run his Knowledge, or to exceed the Evidence he 
has of the Truth or Falſhood of the Good or Evil of 


Things, p. 409—411.] 
2. Zeal ſhould bear a Proportion to the Value and Importance of 
„ | 


Convictions: Nor ſhould we act contrary to known 

Duty in the ſmalleſt Inftance : But all Truths or Du- 

ties are not of equal Importance. There is a Diffe- 
Tence in the Value or Importance of Things, and this 

is to be eſtimated either by the plain Declarations of 
God's Word, or by their obvious Tendency to pro- 
mote the Holineſs or Welfare of Men, p. 411—413. 

3. Zeal is firſt to be conſidered in the Temper of the Soul, and 
then in the proper Expre/jions of it in the Tenor of the Practice. 
[Ic ſtands in the firſt Place oppoſed to Indifference, or 
Lukewarmneſs in the Heart and Affections: And in 


the ſecond Place oppoſed to Slothfulneſs and Negli- 


gence. Of which the former is principally to be con- 
ſidered with Reſpect to the divine Acceptance, p. 413 


—415 ] 


[No Truth, even the leaft, is to be given up, againſt : 


E 2 4. The 
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"=o (52) 
. The firſt and principal Province of Chriſtian Zeal is in 
Relation 2 # 2 others only ike ſecond Place. 

[It ſhould begin at home: In keeping up the Fervour 
of our own Spirits in Religion, and the Intenſeneſs 
of our own perſonal Obedience. It ſhould principally 
operate in ardent Defires and Endeavours after in- 
creaſe of Light and Knowledge in our own Minds ; 

in a ſprightly Vigour and ſtrenuous Activity of every 
Holy Affection and Diſpoſition ; in the Performance 
of every Thing praiſe-worthy ; and in the Endea- 
vour to out-ſtrip others in every Grace and Virtue, 

AIRS 1 

5 . Chriſtian Zeal is alſo to be exerted in Relation to what we 
fee amiſs in others. 
[This demands a little Enlargement. Here we ſhould 
conſider, 5 
Firſt, What would be irregular in the Exerciſe of our Zeal, 
1. We ſhould take heed of Uncharitablene/s, not to paſs raſh 
or too ſevere Cenſures. | | 
2. We ſbould be careful that aue become not Tranſgreſſors our- 
ſelves; by being tranſported into Wrath or Hatred. 

3. We ſhould not uſe any Methods for which our Maſter gives us 
0 Warrant, even to advance his Intereſt or to ſuppreſs Errors 
and Diſorders. He countenances no kind of Perſecution for 
_ Conſcience Sake. 1 

4. We ſhould not bear Teſtimony againſt the Sins of Men in any 
Way, which is not warrantable in our Stations : private Perſons 
are not to take the Magiſtrate's Work out of his Hands, 

5. Right Zeal ſhould not burn with equal Ferwour in all Caſes ; 
Regard 15 to be had to the Degrees of Guilt and Obſtinacy, 
p. 419—422, _ | : 

Secondly, What Zeal for God in Reference to other People's 
Conduct becomes a Chriſtian. . 3 

I. Ve ſhould be affected with due Concern at what we judge 
amiſs in others. Any thing in them that diſhonours God, or 
endangers their Souls, will awaken Sorrow. 

2. We ſhould expreſs our Diſlike and Diſapprobation, when the 
Eil of otbers come in our Way: This we ſhall do in order to 
reclaim the Sinner, or prevent the Infection. | 

3. We ſhould chearfully and vigorouſly uſe the beft Means in our 


Power for the Good of others. Whether by confirming or re- 
forming them. | 


4. We ſhould not chuſe to make ill Men our choſen Companions, 
farther than Neceſſity AA 422—425, | 


| The Obligations which lie upon Chriſt's Diſciples to be regularly 
 ZTealous, | 2 | | 


1. The Importance of Religion deſercves our Leal. | 
| [God's 


(53) 

[God's Honour, the Welfare of the World, and the ever- 
laſting Intereſt of ourſelves and others, is concerned in 
this, p. 425. ] | g 

2. The Difficulties which attend Religion make Zeal neceſſary. 

[Our own Indiſpoſitions, our ſpiritual Enemies, and the 


Contagion of Example, will never be reſiſted and con- 
quered without a Holy Fervour.] 


3. Sincerity in Religion obliges to Zeal. 


{God's Excellence and Sin's Evil will not let us remain 
cold and indifferent. ] 


4. The End of Religion cannot be obtained without it. 
[Chriſt plainly declares this in the Caſe of the Laodi- 
 ceans. | | 


5. The Exerciſe of it is the moſt likely Way to do good to others. 
[If they ſee us in earneſt in Religion, it will be moſt apt 
to work upon them ] 


6. It is eminently recommended by the great Head of our Religion 
Teſus Chriſt. | | fea 
[How ardent was his Love of Souls, and Zeal againſt Sin 
upon all Occaſions, See John ix. 4, — ii. 17, &c. 
p. 425427] „ 
USE. 


Upon the Whole, 
1. We ſhould ſerioufly examine how we comply with this Exhor- 
tation; or whether Lukewarmneſs, c. be not our Character. 


2. We fhould frequently converſe with the Ward of God, by 
evhich our Zeal is to be excited and regulated. N 


The End of the Eighteenth Discourss. 
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pDpIScOURSE XIX. 


Chbriſtian Prudence. 


—— 
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MarTH. x, 16,—Bebold 1 ſend you forthas Sheep in the Mid of 
Watves : Be ye therefore wiſe as Serpents and harmleſs as Doves. 


UR Saviour, having repreſented to his Diſciples their 
1 Danger in being ſent forth as Sheep in the Midſt of 
Wolves, gives them here a double Advice; ig. To 
be wiſe as Serpents and harmleſe as Doves: or to 
unite in their Conduct, Prudence and Innocence 
A Direction, which though it accompanied in its 
original Addreſs, a ſpecial Commiſſion, may be alſo 
conſidered as intended for general Uſe.] 
It is propoſed (1ſt,) Briefly to conſider and explain the double Di- 
rection given us. (2dly,) To point at ſome principal Inſtances, where- 
in wwe ſhall find Chriſtian Prudence, in Conjunction with Innocence, 
very necęſſary and ſerviceable : Aud (3dly,) to enforce the Exhor- 
tation 701 the Deſcription of our State in this World: 
Our Author propoſes, _ £ 
E I. Brieſy to explain the double Direction given us, beginning 
 awith the laſt. „ 
iſt, e are required to le harmli ſt. 5 
Keeping a Conſcience void of Offence towards God and 
Man, and ourſelves. Towards God, whom we ſhould 
not wrong of any of his Rights by neglecting 2 
Part of our Homage and Allegiance, 21 this LEY 
be Injuſtice offered to him; though he is altogether 
above receiving any real Prejudice from us. Towards 
our Neighbour, by refuſing none of his juſt Claims from 
us, nor depriving him of his Rights, either in his 
Perſon, or Subſtance, or Reputation. Towards our oxun 
Souls, being true to their Intereſts, to their preſent 
Peace and Purity, and their everlaſting Happineſs. 
And a due Proviſion may, and ought to be made for 
our temporal Well-being, as far as may conſiſt with 
our ſuperior Engagements, p. 433, 434. „ 
2dly, In Connection with this, aue are required to be wiſe as 
\ Serpents: And therefore, (Iſt,) no Rules of Policy are to be ob- 
ſerved which are inconſiſlent with Innocence and a good Conſcience. 
[For to obſerve theſe to compaſs a bad End, or know- 
ingly to uſe unlawful Means to obtain a good one, are 
an Abomination to God, are inconſiſtent with Sim- 
plicity and godly Sincerity, and paſs the Line of 
He Duty, beyond which we muſt not ſuffer our- 
ſelves to go, upon any Pretence of Convenience or 
Prudence, p. 435+] 3 
5 2dly, 


(655) | 
2dly, The Wiſdom to which ave are directed is that, by which 13 


ave may be effectualiy enabled to diſtern and diſcharge our Duty. | \ 
[Having fixed a right End, it 1s the Province of Chriſtian ; 
Prudence to find out the moit ſuitable Means for at- 1 


taining it; to judge of the proper Seaſon for every | 
Duty, that one may not interfere with another; and to | þ 
diſcern, when Circumſtances are intricate, on which : 
Side of a Queſtion Duty lies, p. 435, 436. ] 


| 
11 

4 | | q } 

II. To confider jome principal Inflances wherein Chriſtian Pru- 11 

a dence, in Conjunction with Innocence, is very neceſſary and er- | | I 
7 viceable. | | 
8 22 { . 22 1 
i iſt, Prudence is neceſſary to direct our Duty to God himſelf. 


[The Aid of Prudence, even when the Heart is truly 4 
devoted to God, is needful to facilitate the Practice of | 
Piety, to promote the Pleaſure and the Luſtre of it. | 
To omit any Branch of real Piety, to avoid the Re- 
proach of profane Perſons; or to make it our End in | 
religious Exerciſes, to be ſeen of Men, is carnal Po- | 
licy. But it is Chriſtian Prudence to avoid any ſuch _— 
Indecencies in our Devotions as may unneceſſarily | 13 
give Offence, or occaſion Cenſure. It will teach us 1 
to accommodate ourſelves in our Frames and Actions, | 
and to regulate the Time, and Manner, and Length of f 
our Devotions : The Time ſhould be that, wherein we | 
may expect to be moſt lively and leaſt interrupted ; J 
the Manner that, wherein our Minds are molt free; is 
and it is generally moſt expedient, that our Devotions N 
be rather frequent, than long and tedious. And this i} 
ſhoald efpecially be avoided in Family-Worſhip, leſt | 
we occaſion a Diſguſt of Religion, p. 437—441.] - I 
2dly, Prudencè is neceſſary in performing our Duty to ourſelves. | 
{Prudence is of Uſe to diſcover the Biaſs of our own 6 
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by innocent Prudence, temporal Inconveniences for 
our Profeſſion: And this it ſhould endeavour, as far as 
they may lawfully be avoided. And ſo far as we are 
governed by it, we ſhall not be ſo liable to Sufferings 
brought upon ourſelves by needleſs Provocations or In- 
_ diſcretions, p. 441—444-] | a gr 
Zdly, Prudence is neceſſary in the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of our 
Duty to our Neighbour, 5 
[As far as may be done without finful Compliances : 
Miniſters and private Chriſtians ſhould ſtudy to render 
themſelves acceptable, in order to be uſeful ; accom- 
modating themſelves to Mens Capacities and Pre. 


poſſeſſions, ' | | 


44 

conſtitutional Tempers; to diſcern the Devices of 14 

3 Satan; to deſcry Temptations, and to direct us to 14 

=: | avoid them. And it is of vaſt Service in making the | 

£7 Intereſts of Soul and Body conſiſtent, and our Care of 14 
both happily comport together. We may often avoid 1 | | 

1 
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eee and condeſcending thereunto by an eaſy 
ehaviour and prudent Addreſs; in order to ſerve 
them in their everlaſting Intereſts. Prudence is pecu- 
liarly requiſite in reproving them for their Sins: It is 
alſo neceſſary for the Management of our own out- 
ward Affairs with Diſcretion ; to diſtinguiſh the moſt 
proper Objects of Charity, and to proportion the 


| Meaſures of our Bounty to the Extent and Importance 


of Occaſions, Prudence is of equal Uſe in common 


Converſation, to judge when it is fit to ſpeak, and 
when to keep Silence; to conſider the different Tem- 


pers, Expectations and Views of thoſe with whom we 
converſe; and ſo to order our Converſation, that no- 
thing may ever drop from us to offend, much leſs to 
corrupt their Minds ; and that we may be frequent in 
religious improving Diſcourſe, p. 444—448. ] 


III. To enforce the Exhortation, we are deſired to conſider the 
Stats of Chriſtians in this World, in which they are as Sheep in 
the Midft of Wolves. | 

{In Danger from the Devil, as a roaring Lion ſeeking to 


devour ; and as an old Serpent ſeeking to ſeduce, 
But the Danger here ſuggeſted is principally from 


Men. Good Men are imperfect; and there may be 


Danger from their Imperfections. But the Number 
of bad in the beſt Times, calls eſpecially for Prudence 
to prevent their reproaching us, or our Profeſſion ; 
for which they will gladly lay hold of our real Crimes, 
or in Defe& of them, our Imprudences. The Holy 
Scriptures are recommended as fitted to be of ſingular 
Uſe to our Improvement in prudent Conduct by the 


Way, as well as to make us wiſe unto Salvation: 
And the Proverbs of Solomon, and the Pattern of 


Chrift, ſhould eſpecially be ſtudied to this Purpoie. 
The Lives of wiſe and good Men may furniſh us 
with ſeveral profitable Hints, to make us wiſer and 
better; and eſpecially Experience and careful Obſer- 
vation of Men, ws Things around us, and prin- 


cipally of ourſelves and our own Conduct. 


But, together with the utmoſt of our own Care and 
Improvement in this needful Skill, by other Means, 


let us daily aſk Wiſdom of God, and his Guidance and 


Conduct, which will be our beſt Security through a 
dangerous World, and bring us to Glory at the End 


of Life, p. 441, to p. 444. 


THE END. 
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OE „ 
Who died 4 16, 17 30, in the 52 Year of his is 


_ [Extracted from his FUNERAL SERMON, preached 
by Dy. FLARRIS, ] 


E was 2G at Wrexham, in Denbighſbire : His 
H Father was a Miniſter at Ofweftry, in Shrop- 

Hire, and ejected in 1662.—He afterwards 
ſettled again at Vrenham, and lived in general Eſteem 
among the Gentlemen of that Country. —-Elis Mother 
was the Daughter of the eminent Colonel Gerard, who 
was Governour of Cheſter Caſtle, a Woman of an ex- 
cellent Spirit, and great Underſtanding. 

He had his Education ſirſt under Mr. Thomas Row "8 
London; and afterwards under Mr. Richard Frankland at 
Rathmill in 'Yorkſbire. ' He enjoyed ſingular Advantages 
under both, and made an uncommon Proficiency in all the 
Parts of rational and polite Literature, which he culti- 
vated and improved all his Life. He enlarged his Views 
of ſeveral Things beyond tho of his Education, as 
ſincere and inquiſitive Minds ever will do. 

His firſt Settlement in Life was in the Family of Mrs. 
Hunt of Boreatton in Shropſpire x. He was treated with 


* She was reli? of Rowland Hunt, Eſq; and Siſter of Lord Paget, who 
was Embaſſador to tbe Ottoman Court, 
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the Kindneſs and Reſpect of a Son by that excellent 
Lady, and by all the Family; which he always menti- 


oned with a ſingular Pleaſure and Honour. Here he en- 
joyed the pron F _ of an agreeable Retirement in a 


religious Family, and pleaſant Country, with all the 
Convenience for Study and Devotion, and proper Diver- 
ſion when he could be perſuaded to take it. Being now in 
the vigour of Life, and having ſufficient Leiſure, he 
read over entire Mr. Pools Latin Synopſis in five large 
Folios, which laid the Foundation of his great Skill in 
the Scripture Criticiſm, without ſome Knowledge of which 
no Man can throughly underſtand his Bible, or make 
the proper Uſe of it. He read over all the Chriſtian 
Writers of the three firſt Centuries, under the Direction 
of a very learned and able Friend; making judicious 


Extracts of what related to the Doctrine and Practice 


of the primitive Church, which were of great Uſe to 
him ever after, | 


While he was in this Family, he firſt began to Preach, 


tho' he was then very young. He ſpent a whole Week 
in a ſolemn Retirement, and in extraordinary Exerciſes 


of Devotion, when he firſt took the whole paſtoral 
Charge of the Congregation in Little Broad-Sireet, Moor- 


fields, London; where he ſpent the principal Part of his 


Life and Labours, and which he always reckoned, with 


great Thankfulneſs and Pleaſure, was ſober, judicious, 
and peaceable. And God owned his Miniſtry and En- 


deavours in various Ways to the good of many, Young 


and Old, and in ſome Inſtances very ſingular and 


remarkable. He was ſeveral Years concerned in the 
Sunday Evening-Lefure at Salters- Hall; and was choſen 


one of the ſix Preachers at the MHerchants-Ledture in 


the ſame Place in the Room of Mr. Jeremiah Smith. 

He publiſhed many Sermons upon divers Occaſions ; 
and two Volumes of very judicious and uſeful Diſ- 
courſes upon the Chriſtian Temper ; a noble Subject, 


and of ſtanding Uſe. Theſe Diſcourſes met with 


uncommon * Regard in the World. He was once 
engaged in a controverſial Writing with a late learned 
Perſon, concerning the Importance of Scripture Conſe- 


 * Uncommon indeed fis not very often that Sermons now-a-days paſs a 


| Second or Third Edition ; yet there has been ſuch a Demand for theſe ex- 
cellent Diſcourſes of Dr. Evans's on the Chriſtian Temper, (though in two 
| OQavo Volumes) that Five large Impreſſions have been already ſold. 


quences, 


Tie of Dr. Evans. 


a maſterly Manner, with Clearneſs, Judgment, Sobriety, 
and Decency. | 


He received the higheſt Marks of Reſpect from two 


learned Bodies, viz. the Univerſities of Edinburgh and 


Aberdeen, who conferred on him the Degree of Doctor 


without his Knowledge, and in the moſt honourable 


Manner. He ſometimes preſided at public Ordinations 


with great Gravity and Wiſdom. 255 
His Character was remarkable for many excellent En- 
dnuments, which were very evident in him, and 
Superior to moſt others. He had a great Solidity of 
Judgment, and uncommon Capacity of diſtinguiſhin 
the Differences, and diſcerning the true State of Things. 
There was a marvellous Strength and Connexion in 
his Thoughts and Expreſſion, upon any Subject, in 
his Preaching and his Converſation. His Vivacity and 
Quickneſs joined with ſo great a Judgment, made 
a very rare and uncommon Mixture. He had the 
Solidity of cool and ſedate Minds, and the Life 
and Quickneſs of thoſe of the warmeſt Imagination. 
His Induſtry and Diligence was indefatigable : He could 
bear hard Study, and go through a great Variety of Bu- 
ſineſs with Eaſe and Diſpatch : He was peculiarly made 
for the active Life, and was not eaſily tired or diſcou- 
raged by the Difficulties of an Attempt. His Prudence 
was often ſeen in conducting any intricate Affairs, or ma- 
naging a Debate of Conſequence ; in foreſeeing probable 
Difficulties, and finding out proper Expedients, in 
which he was often ſingularly happy. | 
He excelled in ſeveral Virtues of the Chriſtian Life. 
He had great Integrity, and Openneſs of Mind: There 
was an — and Frankneſs in his Temper, which 
never ſuffered him to crouch or diſſemble: He knew 
not how to flinch or flatter: You ſaw his Heart at 
once, and might depend upon his Word. He deteſted 
the low Methods of Slander and Cenſure, without a 
ſufficient Ground, or any proper Call, as a great Wick- 
edneſs. The ſame Greatneſs and Generoſity of Mind, 
which led him to do all Manner of Good to others, ſet 
him above doing the leaſt Hurt to any. He was ſtead 
and immoveable in what he apprehended Right, and 
thought of Importance. He knew no Friend, and 
Sn oo oe feared 


guences, which was generally allowed to be A ur in 
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50 . Some Paſſages relating to the 

feared no Danger, in the Way of his Duty; though 
no Man was a truer Friend, or had a greater Zeal, or 
a greater Pleaſure in Friendſhip; as no Man was more” 
generally loved and efteemed. I think I may be al- 
lowed to know it, and I have a Right to fay it, after 
living with him above ſix and twenty Years, in the full 
Genen ee ard Endearments of Friendſhip, in all the 
Services and Struggles of Life, without the leaſt Diſguſt 
or Difference: God only knows how great a Share I 
bear in the Loſs, and in the Affliction; and how truly 
I can ſay, * am diſtreſſed for thee, my Brother. 

His Piety was a ſteady regular Courſe of ſerious Regard 
to God, in his daily Walk, with great Sobriety of Mind, 
and without the leaſt Tincture or Tendency to Enthuſiaſm, 
notwithſtanding ſome natural Warmth and Eagerneſs of 
Temper. His Religion was not confined to God, or the 
mere Acts of Worſhip, but extended to all his Fellow- 
Creatures: He was of a public Spirit, and had a zealous 
Regard to the common Good. No Man was more 
ready to do goed Offices to others, to promote any worthy 
Deſign, or to help any Caſe of Diſtreſs; and no Man ever 
ſerved the Tater of ſo many others, with greater Self- 
denial, or leſs Advantage to his own. Though he had 
aft unuſual Firmneſs of Mind, and oftentimes a noble 
Neglect of what concerned himſelf, yet he had a greater 
Tenderreſs to others Afflictions, than comported with 
the Comfort of his Life, or the Convenience of his Cir- 
cumſtances. His compaſſionate Heart to others Wants 
and Miſeries, made him ſometimes willing not only 10 
his Power, but greatly beyond his Power. His Principles 
in Relizion were ſober and moderate, without any Zeal 
for uſeleſs Speculations, or running into any Extremes: 
He much attended to what was profitable, He was 
ſtrong in his Sentiments of the Scripture Perfection, and 
of Chriſtian Liberty, againſt all Principles of Tyranny 
and Impoſition. The Bible only was his Religion and 
Rule, and the great Encouragement and Support in all 
his Trials and Conflicts, living and dying. He was 

ſoberly Orthodox, and thoroughly Catholic; diſpoſed to 
think well of all of every Denomination; and to honour 


| ſuch as differed + from him, if they appeared upright 


*'2 Sa. + 6. VVV | 
T He poſſeſſed the true Chriſtian temper, devoid of all that narrowneſs 
of ſpirit and bigotry which is frequently too prevalent among churchmen as 

wel! as 4iſſenters.—He was intimately acquainted with and greatly teſpected 
by learned and valuable men of both parties: —and always eſteemed a good 
man of another perſuaſion much better than a bad one of his own, 


and 


Life of Dr. Evàaxs. 61 
and deferving. He knew no Diſtinction in his Affection 
and Efteem between one good Man and another, but 
what the different Degrees of their Goodneſs manifeſted. 
His laſt Scnefs was a Complication of Diſtempers, 
which gradually broke his Conſtitution, though it 
ſeemed built for a longer ſtanding ; and became griev- 


ous to him, not only as a Continement from active Ser- 


vice, which he moſt dreaded ; but as it was ſometimes 
very painful and diſtreſſing. He preſerved however an 
immoveable Steadineſs and Compoſure of Mind through 
ſo long an Exerciſe, with a profound Submiſſion to the 
Divine Will, and an exemplary Patience under the 
greateſt Diſtreſs; and was ready to wait the Event which 
God ſhould allot. Indeed the long Continuance of the 
Diſorder, and frequent Intervals of it; the many daily 
Prayers offered up for his Welfare, and the uncom- 
mon Concern in all this Part of the Metropolis, for ſo 
eminent and uſeful a Perſon, ſometimes flattered us with 
Hopes of Recovery : But the wiſe Sovereign of the 
World had determined otherwiſe. e 

His lingering Illneſs gave him an Opportunity of 
dropping ſeveral Paſſages which were inſtructing and 
affecting. He had the Sentence of Death in himſelf a 
conſiderable Time, and rejoiced in the Views of Eter- 
nity. He would ſometimes check himſelf in the Midft 
of exquiſite Pain, „But I muſt not complain: God is 
e good, and the Will of the Lord be done.” —He 
once ſaid, „Though I cannot expreſs myſelf in the 
«© Words worthy even of an Apoſtle, of a late vene- 
% rable Miniſter * a little before his Death,” IJ have 


no more Doubt of my Acceptance with God, than I 
have of my own Exiſtence,” „“ yet I have good 


Hope through Grace, and ſuch as I am perſuaded 
& will never make me aſhamed.” He was ſenſible, 
he owned, of many Failings, yet he could appeal to 
God, That he had walked before him with Integri- 
„ ty.” When he was in acute Pain, he ſaid to his worth 

Friends, where he was treated with ſuch high Reſpect, and 
tender Care, „ The Formality and Ceremony of tak- 
ing down this Tabernacle by degrees, is irkſome and 


& grievous; how much better were it, if it pleaſed 


God, that it might tumble all at once! but the 
« Will of God be done.” When he looked upon his 
Body, ſwelled with his Diſtemper, he would often ob- 
ſerve with Pleaſure, This Corruptible, ſhall put on In- 


* The very Pious and Learned Mr, William Lorimore. 5 1 
© cor- 


— U w ᷣ er DR 
2 y * N e , * 


* 


* 
1 


9 6 a. gd , wa „ — 
oa r se k * n 7 e : 1 n 5 ö 
* R G „ 8 . e eee 


VR” Wa i ; * LS * 0 
* ” \ , * os 1 
WW 7 - WN 2 © « * 
: 4 F 7 4 
* 


* 
ov bY 


* Wanne n AY * 7 5 * FRI r * 
2 N L * 


62 Some Paſſages relating 10 th 
c corruption, —O glorious Hope !“ —He was full of 
Thankfulneſs to God for any Intervals of Reft : When 
he found himſelf tolerably eaſy, „ Thank God for 
„ this.” When in great Pain of Body, <** Bleſſed be 
% God for the Peace of my Mind.” EY 
He told a particular Friend who viſited him, That 
ce he was obliged to his Friends who expreſſed ſo great 
% a Concern for his Life, but it was not ſo much his 
ce aun Deſire.” He added, If I might be continued 
< for further Uſefulneſs in the Church of Chriſt, I ſhall 
<< be glad to live; but if not, tis my earneſt Deſire to 
“ finiſh at preſent.” — He ſaid with Earneſtneſs and 
| Tears, I have Reaſon to thank God for an early 
3 <« Senſe of Religion, and an early Dedication to God: 
| I have endeavoured to order the main Part of my 
c Life as before God: And have ever deſired to be 
ce faithful in the Miniſtry: I am conſcious of many 
& Failings in public and private Life; but I can Reſt 
< upon the Goſpel for Mercy: I am fully perſuaded of 
ec the Truth of it, and defire no other Salvation.” 
| He ſaid at another Time, „I die in the Faith and Hope 
of the Goſpel I have preached, and find great Com- 
6 i <« fort in it.“ Upon the Occaſion of the Prayers 
on his Account, he remarked I heartily wiſh that my 
„ Affliction may occaſion the reviving a Spirit of Prayer; 
„I ſhall not think much of any Thing J endure, if it 
<< may have that Effect.” He ſpent whole Nights in 
Prayer to God, when he could not fleep, for himſelf, 
his Family, his Friends, and the Church of God: It 
Was the proper Breath of his Soul. —He ſaid to an old 
and intimate Friend, That the greateſt Difficulty he 
* found in the Thoughts of leaving this World, was 
| „ parting from the Company of his Brethren, whom 
=; & he had always loved, and with whom he had converſed 
c with ſo much Pleaſure.” He began to write ſome 
Hints of Meditation for the Uſe of himſelf and his 
Friends, ſome Days before his Death, with a trembling. 
Hand; the Inſcription of it was, „ What I am as a 
46 Creature; as a reaſonable Creature; as a ſinful 
Creature; as a redeemed Creature; as a Creature in 
« State of Trial for Eternity; as a ſocial Creature, 
and related to other Beings about me.” But it was 
only begun. The laſt Thing remarkable, while he 
| Was 
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Life of Dr. Evans. 63 
was ſenſible, and - ſome of the laſt Words he was 
heard to ſay, were, lifting up his Hands, „“ All is 
„well, all is well.” Indeed he had a firm undaunted 
Spirit upon Chriftian Principles, through his long IIl- 
neſs; and he truly finiſbed his Courſe with Joy. k rom 
ſo moving an Example, and encouraging a Motive, 
may we go and do likewiſe. | 

God orant that in the Words of the Apoſtle to the 
Chriftian Hebrews ; we may * Remember them who have 
had the Rule over us, and have fpoken to us the Mord of 
Cod, following their Faith, and conſidering the End of their 


D 
Converſation. 


As the above was printing, the following Intelli- 
gence came to Hand. 


Dr. Evans was of an uncommonly tall Stature, yet nat 
a luſly man. — There was ſomething very pleaſing, ſolemn, and 
commanding in his Countenance. = ee. 
He married a Lady of Family—and had a Daughter ſup- 
poſed to be a conſiderable Fortune; but it proved otherwiſe — 
and at his Death there was a very handſome Proviſion raiſed 
for his Wife and Daughter by the Congregation, out of the 
very great Reſpect they had to his Memory as an accompliſhed 
Preacher, and a moſt excellent Man. . 
It was not known, till after his Deceaſe, that he had been 
tempted to make private Shipwreck of his large Fortune in the 
fatal South-Sea Year, fo deſiruftive to Multitudes of others as 
well as to him.—T he Weight of which Secret lay on his Mind, 
and was, in ſome Meaſure, perhaps, productive (fa one of his 
Intimates thought ) of his flow, but certain Death. He was 
buried with great Solemnity i» Dr. Williams's Fault, in 
Bunhill Fields. Dr. Harris be the Funeral Oration over 
the Grave, and preached the Funeral Sermon. 


* Heb. xlli. 7. 
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